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THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 


rT | 


It is by persevering that one conquers diffi- 


culties not by running away from them. One 
who perseveres is sure to triumph. Victory goes 
to the most enduring. Always do your best and 
the Lord will take care of results. 

MATHER 


NEXT WEEK 


@ Tiffany and Debbie 
Gibson shine incolour 
section 


® Bhagyashree makes a 
come-back 


xe 
M Focus on the Oscar - 
awards ceremony . 


KIM APPLEBY ON 
OUR POSTER 
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BACKSTAGE 


Even though oil prices have stabilised at $ 21a 
barrel in the aftermath of the Gulf War, the price 
situation is volatile. This ts chiefly because the U.S. 
has achieved its designs of gaining a stronger 
foothold in the Gulf and, in the future, is bound to 
have a stronger say in dictating the oil policy of the 
OPEC. India must, therefore, look for alternative 
energy sources and further exploit its indigenous 
oil-producing potential through off-shore drilling, 
exploration, etc. Atany cost, dependence on foreign 
oil must be whittled down. This is however, easier 
said than done and it remains to be seen what the 
next government thinks best. 

Meanwhile, a medical conundrum confronts 
docs with the discovery of ants in the eyes of a young 
girl from Delhi. While the AIIMS seems to have 
washed its hands off the whole episode, an enter- 
prising private doctor has accepted the challenge of 
curing the patient and nailing the cause of the 
malady. 

Also, the Filmcity in Noida near Delhi is on the 
verge of a take-off, promising to be of some tourist 
value to the Capital. 

Interviews with Zeba Bakhtiar and Randhir 
Kapoor, chief players of ‘Henna’ illuminates the 
issue while in sports you have Vivian Richards and 
Yashpal Sharma. So let's get going... 


TOON OF 
THE WEEK 


. AND WHAT'S MORE, FOR TYE SAKE 
08 SECURITY OF THE RECTION WE MAY 
ULTIMATELY END UP AB ANE pai 
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ANTS IN HER EYES 

A mystery faces the medical pro- 
fession. That 1s ants in the eyes. And 
a battle is raging between docs and 
the patient, a 12-year-girl, as to how 
the ants ever got into her eyes. ‘SUN’ 
investigates. 


COULD I HELP YOU ! EDITOR 
It’s ages since you have kept mum over Top 
| Ten pop charts. Is there a blackout at your end? 
Or is it that the mail has failed or your Pop Editor 
has gone on furlough? Has he lost his file? 
Whatever it is, could | help you and your fans 
with the latest? If so, here it is: 

Top Ten U.K.: Simpsons, Do the bop man; 
Noman featuring MC Mikey Freedom, I wanna 
give you devotion; KLF 3 AM eternal; Alita 


Adams, Get here; 
Praise, only you; Two 
in a room, Wiggle it; 
set Kylie Minogue, What 
4 | have to do; Candy 

Staton, You got the 
love; 808 State, In your 
face; and Kim Ap- 
pelby, GLAD. 

Top Ten USA: 
Whitney Houston, All 
the man that I need; 
C&C Music Factory, 
Gonna to make you 
sweet; Timmy T, One 
more try. Mariah Car- 
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BOLLYWOOD COMES TO DELHI 
With the opening of crop of studios 
at Filmcity in Noida near Delhi, the 
Capital may host a few more location 
shootings for films. Yet, given the 
many inherent drawbacks, it remains 
to be seen whether it really happens. 


rie, Some day; Selen Dion, Hear my 
heartbeat now; Surface, First time; Chris 
Issak Wicked game; Keith Sweat, I’ll 
give all my love to you, Inxs, Disap- 
pear; Warrant, Cherry pie. 

— NO ONE FROM NO WHERE 


WHAT A PITY: 

I have been digging avidly for your 
bonus features, Humour, Hollywoods 
Update, Tez Masala, Crossfire, News- 
makers and have always been left more 
hungry than before. 

How come you have been silent on 
‘Hum With Sun’, The Top Ten in audio 
and video has also been given the go by, 
that is in its regularity. 

Couldn’t give us posters on heavy 
metal , like Scorpions Def Leppard, 
Iron Maiden, Judas Priest. And by the 
way have scandal mongers from Holly- 
wood gone dry? Is nothing scandulous 
taking place at all? My god, what a 
deathly silence. Also, could you get us 
the song words for Tragedy and Stay- 
ing alive from the Beatles. 


— SAILO SAKHALKAR, IIT POWAIL, 
BOMBAY 


CORRECTION 

In SUN issue dated March 30, ’91 the 
CROSS CURRENTS column was writ- 
ten by Shubhabhrata Bhattacharya. We 
sincerely regret this omission. 


HOLLYWOOD: The ideal woman 


A number of Hollywood’s show- 
biz bachelors speak out about their 
idea of an ideal woman. Luminaries 
like Peter O’ Toole, Al Pacino, Tra- 
volta, Richard Gere give their pieces 
of mind. 


‘HENNA’ comes alive 

The late Raj Kapoor’s dream mag- 
nus opus has now come alive with son 
Randhir Kapoor, taking up the baton 
and the film to be released very soon. 
Here, the ravishing heroine of the film, 
Zeba and director Randhir Kapoor speak 
out in candid interviews. 
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They Said It! 


“ The days of uniting on 
an anti-Congress plank have 
gone.” 

— §S.R.Bommai, Janata 
Dal President. 

“ T've played guitar with 
John (McEnroe) and his music 
is just like his tennis. He 
plays loud and screaming 
lead guitar. I play music, 
like I play tennis, too. Not 


flashy, not loud.” 
— Mats Wilander 


SUN SCOPE: THE WEEK FOR YOU : By SHANKARA 


ARIES 
( March 21 to April 20) 

Promotion expected soon. Leave your prob- 
lems to Almighty, even if you have no faith, things 
would besorted out. Avoid arguments. Emotional! 
attachment too need some serious thinking before 
finalizing the matter. Elder’s advise could some- 
time be useful though not very palatable. Tuesday 
is good for planning new venture while Sunday.for 
socializing. 

TAURUS 
( April 21 to May 20 ) 

If holding a position of importance and public 
dealing, you are likely to get recognition. Politt- 
cians will have tough going. Business people will 
have better chances. Students must work with con- 
centration for their better results. Bad debts would 
be cleared but don’t get into litigations. Marriage 
proposal should be shelved for sometime. Monday 
would get good news. 

GEMINI 
( May 21 to June 21 ) 

Financial position would be tight in the begin- 
ning but things would improve soon. If planning to 
start new venture do it with caution. You are likely 
to meet somebody who would be a great help for 
your future career. Professionals will get recogni- 
tion for the good work they had been doing in the 
past. Family life would be better. Wednesday is 
good for entering into business negotiation. 
CANCER 
(June 22 to July 22) 

Try to maintain good human relations. Unnec- 
essary arguments must be avoided in domestic 
front. Spouse could be helpful and might give 
some very valuable business tips. Some unex- 
pected gains are coming. Be careful of health, espe- 
cially if you are in family way. People suffering 
from blood pressure must go in for check ups. 


Saturday must be tension free. 
LEO 
(July 23 to Aug 23 ) 

Avoid over doses of liquor and be careful about 
heart problems. Tension, at any cost, must be avoided 
for at least a fortnight. Business would improve. 
Emotional life would be better if you are going to be 
sincere. Don’t take any rash decision at home or 
outside. Artists will find better chances for progress. 
Friday is good for creative work. 

VIRGO 
( Aug 24 to Sep 23 ) 

You are very social but be careful in understand- 
ing people. Don’t give chances to people to harm you. 
Be careful about stomach problems. Though you had 
been loosing your savings, the money would start 
pouringin. Office work must not show on your health, 
so take thing easy. Educationist will get some chance 
to go abroad towards the end of the vear. Wednesday 
is good for you for writing. 

LIBRA 
( Sep 24 to Oct 23 ) 

People have always taken you for aride. You are 
a balanced person and very accommodative, but that 
doesn’t mean that you should not use your judgement. 
Financial position would improve. If you are holding 
a position of importance, be careful in dealings. Fam- 
ily life would be better. Students will do good for 
planning their career. Avoid accidental situation on 
Tuesday. 

SCORPIO 
( Oct 24 to Nov 22) 

Financial position would improve your bank bal- 
ance. If in business some good start in the field of 
exports is expected. Some long joummey is also there 
towards Oct/Nov 91. If worried for daughter's mar- 
riage it would be finalised soon. Family life would be 
better but you must also avoid excitements here and 
there. Thursday is good for 


SAGITTARIUS 
( Nov 23 to Dec 21 ) 

Be serious about your studies, you would get 
very good result. Concentrate more on your pro- 
fessional work. Life would be better. If you invest, 
you will get good result. There will be no tension if 
you also remain cool. Social circle willimprove and 
you will make good frend. Health would be better. 
Sunday would be a good. 

CAPRICORN 
( Dec 22 to Jan 21) 

Marriage proposal would be finalized soon. 
Look after yourself, especially if you have heart 
problem. Go for regular check up. Artist will have 
very good time. Doctors and Engineers concen- 
trate on their professional work. If you are plan- 
ning for a journey abroad, get your papers ready. 
Business will improve. Friday is good for invest- 
ment in property. 

AQUARIUS 
( Jan 22 to Feb 19 ) 

Enemies will not be able to harm you. Avoid 
arguments and litigations. Property disputes must 
be settled out side the court. Family life would 
more peaceful. Brother or Sister could be helpful to 
you. Have faith in God, problems would be solved 
soon. Drive with caution and avoid drinking. 
Emotional life would be better. Thursday is good 
for new venture. 

PISCES 
( Feb 20 to Mar 20) 

Maintain good relation with people around 
you. Try to have good understanding with young- 
sters. Avoid rashdriving. Plan yourstrategies now 
as good time is abroad. You will have a partner of 
your choice. Financial position would improve but 
be careful in spending. You are likely tomeet some 
helpful person. Wednesday good for new business 
orinvestment. 
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The capital has once more 
been seized by the panic of 
terrorism. A spate of bomb 
blasts in quick succession has 
once again proved how vul- 
nerable our police is, and that 
militants can strike and com- 
mit their dastardly act any- 


Meanwhile the police is still fumbling 
for clues. Besides passing on some split- 
ters and remnants to the forensic depart- 
ment, no real progress has been made. 
Top police officials only confirm one thing— 
that this is the handiwork of Punjab mili- 
tants. 

Thesceneat the Deen Dayal Upadhayay 
Hospital where most of the injured are 


The blast in Nirula’s in the high-security C.P. area of New Delhi left citizens stunned 


where and at will. 

elhi has been virtually sitting on 
a time bomb with as many as 
three blasts within six days. The 
first two-in Nirula’s and a shop- 
ping centre in Connaught Place— 
caused more rubble and panic than casu- 
alties But the third blast took as many as 
12 lives including that of a two-year-old 
child. 


being treated, is one of utmost pain and 
distress. Recounting the shattering expe- 
rience, Ramesh Kumara petty shopkeeper 
said the blast took place right under the 
table where his wares were displayed. 
Shuddering, he recalls, “I began to gather 
my things in panic right after the first 
blast. Minutes later there was a loud 
explosion. My table flew into the air, and 
I fell down unconscious”. His lower half 


is now fully bandaged with multiple leg 
fractures. 

Various theories are being speculated 
as to who might have done this carnage. 
One strong contention is that an ex-cop, 
Constable Gurjasbir Singh might have 
been involved in it, as clues have been 
found showing his involvement in the 
Tilak Nagar and Rajouri Garden police 
station blasts. The theory of possible 
connivance of local persons of Khayala 
area has further strengthened this belief 
as Gurjasbir was resident of the same 
area. 

Meanwhile political parties have come 
with scathing attacks on the police, and 
they contend that if it wasn’t for police 
negligence, then lives would not be lost. 

SWARAJ THAPA 
Pics: Naresh Suri 


February 8—three bomb blasts in 
Lucknow, the UP state capital leaving 10 
dead and scores injured. 

February 19—One blast at Duhai, West- 
ern UP in a Dehradoon bound bus leav- 
ing 10 dead. 

March 23—Two blasts at Khayala in 
the West District of Delhi killing 12 and 
leaving several maimed and injured. 

These three incidents have a frighten- 
ing similarity in that similar type of ex- 
plosives were used, crowded areas were 
chosen, the impact generated was the 
same and no one claimed responsibility 
for these blasts. But whoever the culprits, 
they were ruthless, with an utter disre- 
gard for innocent human lives. 

Explosive experts concede that in all 


three cases, the material used was RDX— 
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JUST A COINCIDENCE? 


Rapid Detonating Explosives known to 
be used by Punjab militants. 

Though the police may or may not 
have connected these three different blasts, 
strong evidence points out that all three 
might have been the handiwork of the 
same group. If this is true, then with it 
comes the fear that terrorists who had 
initially fled to the Terai regions of Uttar 
Pradesh have reorganised themselves and 
are now increasing their web of opera- 
tions to bigger cities. For several years 
now scores of militant outfits have men- 
aced the Terai districts with impunity. 
But the game, now, it seems is no longer 
cananed to seeking shelter. 

STOP PRESS: 

The suspected culprits have just been 
nabbed by the police. Investigation 
COUTINUCS. | 


LEGACIES @F THE GW:F WAR 


UNFORGETTABLE 


PHRASES 


chapter. all ¢h 
i : 


ith the Gulf war now a by-gone 
-f tis mutual 
acrimony, rancour and recrimina- 
. tions. And along with these, certain 
new phrases and terminologies which have 
been institutionalised. MANAS enunciates the 


latter in form of cartoons. 
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YOUR SKULL |S 
AS THICK AS AN 


IRAQI BUNKER/ 


‘4 would like to meet the people who 
did this to the Samadhi. And then | 
would ask them why”, says Badal Chi- 
trakar. An artist by profession and a 
diehard follower of Gandhiji, Badal was 
anguished by the March 15 incident, in 
which BSP activists during a rally 
stormed into Raj Ghat and indulged in 
vandalism and desecrated the samadhi. 

Badal has painted Gandhi many times, 
but one portrait stands out from the 
rest. The reason-he has used his own 
blood as a medium for that painting. 

Badal observed a two day fast on 
March 26and March 27 at RajGhatitself 
along with his paintings. 


SWARAJ] THAPA 


HELP...! 
|\HAVE BEEN 


SCUDDED 
BY LOVE 
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rINDIA IS MY 


HUUSSPGURREN 


By SHUBHABHRATA ES“ TTACHARYA 


VOTE-BANK": RAJIV 


Congress (I) President addressing Harijan crowd in U.P. 


HE Uttar Pradesh visit of Mr 
Rajiv Gandhi is a turning point 
in the history of the Indian Na- 
tional Congress. For one, it dem- 
onstrated that all the talk about Muslims, 
Backwards and Harijans having decided 
to ‘boycott’ the Congress in the forth- 
coming elections is nothing but mere specu- 
lation, which has no correlation to the re- 
ality in the field. The visit also helped to 
surcharge the morale of the party organ- 
isation. And above all, two formulations 
made by Mr Rajiv Gandhi himself during 
the course of an interview to The Hindus- 
tan Times, conducted at Hamirpur after 
the end of his first day’s tour schedule, 
have set the tone for the party’s cam- 
paign: Mr Gandhi has said that the vote- 
bank of his party is India: he has also 
identified his party’s principal enemy— 
the Bharatiya Janata Party (which he has 
described as ‘the poison’’). 


His visit to the Bundelkhand region 
and to Kanpur’s urban and rural areas 
was marked by enthusiastic response from 
the people. The spot reports published 
by Jansatta, Dainik Jagran, The Hindu, Busi- 
ness & Political Observer, The Times of India 
and The Statesman indicate that a Rajiv 
wave was discernible. Our own reports 
show that attempts b RSS—Bajrang Dal 
elements to disrupt the visit were foiled 
both inJhansi and in Kanpuras the public 
mood was in Mr Gandhi's favour. In 
Jhansi, the BJP has hoisted its flags on 
rooftops of houses along Mr Gandhi's 
route. But from these very rooftops flow- 
ers were showered on Mr Gandhi as he 
waded his way through the sea of hu- 
manity. In Orai he received enthusiastic 
response from the Harijans. In Hamirpur, 
Rath and Kanpur rural (Ghatampur) areas 
the Backward communities were warm 
towards him. And in Kanpur city apart 


from the Hindu up- 
percastes(thereisa 
sizeable Brahmin 
population in 
Kanpur), the Mus- 
lims were seen in 
large numbers in 
Mr. Gandhi's way- 
side meetings. 

The message of 
the first phase of Mr. 
Gandhi’s Uttar 
Pradesh campaign 
tour is loud and 
clear: The Congress 
and its leader, Mr. 
Rajiv Gandhi, can 
receive support 
from all sections of 
the people, cutting 
across caste, creed 
and gender. Indeed, 
as compared to 
BJP’s religion-based 
vote bank and the 
Janata Dal’s caste- 
based vote-bank, the vote-bank of the In- 
dian National Congress is India. And for 
a party with suchan omnibus vote-bank, 
alliances worked out in a hurry on the 
election-eve may not be material. The 
crowds who turned up at Mr. Rajiv 
Gandhi’s meetings were not mobilised 
by a state machinery. They were at- 
tracted by the charisma of the leader who 
has an all-India party organisation anda 
truly secular vote-bank. The Congress 
organisation, if it articulates Mr. Rajiv 
Gandhi's “India is my vote-bank” and 
“BJP is the enemy” formulations with 
conviction and confidence, canattract the 
popular vote and indeed prove that India 
is the party’s vote-bank. There is need for 
andenee in the Congress ranks. Anda 
need for faith--in the party’s timetested 
policies and in Mr. Rajiv Gandhi's image 
as the only leader who can represent the 
intcrests of all sections of Indians, which 
is prerequisite for stability. 
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In the aftermath of the Gulf 


War India finds itself in an 
unenviable position. Unless 
immediate steps to develop al- 
ternate energy sources, our very 
development is in jeonardy. 


HE Gulf War inflicted the low- 

: est human cost on the US led 

forces, contrary to earlier ex- 

pectations. Financially too, the 

US fought the cheapest ever war aided by 

foreign funds and pledges. And though 

some of the oil wells have been damaged, 

in Kuwait, the oil infrastructure of Saudi 

Arabia - that forms the back bone of Gulf 
oil exports is quite intact. 

This is not to suggest that the world is 
ushering in an era of low oil prices. Facts 
are complex. Recently OPEC has an- 
nounced a production cutback of IMBD 
with the intention to stabilise the oil prices 
around $ 21 a barrel. And the Western 
world has developed a knack of recycling 
the petrodollars to their ultimate benefit. 
Besides the military sales of tanks / planes 
in the context of more money with the 
Arabs, it has devised seductions for the 
tribal Sheikhs to roll back such wealth. 

The future of oil in favour of higher 
prices cannot be ruled out. The proposi- 
tion suits to the USSR and the UK also. 
Higher oil costs means acute torment for 
India. Even the IMF loan has turned out 
to be a mere breather. The forex position 


A veiled Kuwaiti feauty holds up the U.S. flag as she joins her countrymen during the daily sunset ritual 
of celebrating Kuwait’s liberation from Iraqi occupation 


is precarious. Now the choice before India 
is plain: it cannot afford to industrialise 
on the lines of the West, since it must 
reduce its dependence on oil. 

To meet the challenge on a long term 
basis we must undertake a joint R&D 
effort for alternative source of fuel with 
the premier institutions outside the coun- 
try. For instance Ben Gurian University 


of Israel has undertaken a joint project on 
solarenergy with the University of Berkley 
at the latter’s campus. Immediately we 
must begin to think of launching a con- 
sortium of Indian private firms with for- 
eign companies to go in for joint offshore 
drilling operations especially in the Bay 
of Bengal and the Godavary Basin. 


JASWANT Hans 


BEIRUT 
SHOWS 
THE WAY 


EIRUT can show Baghdad how 
to live on next to nothing. When 


it comes to coping with life in a 
bomb-blitzed city, the people of 
Beirut feel they could teach Baghdad a 
thing or two. “The world talks about poor 
Iraqis suffering from a lack of water and 
electricity,” said waiter Kassem Hai-dar, 
35. “But we haven't had them in Le-banon 
for years and no one says a word.” 

During years of civil war, weak gov- 
erment and corruption, Beirut has 
adapted tothe destruction and breakdown 
of its infrastructure. 

Arch-exponents of free enterprise, the 


Lebanese have turned their electricity, 
water and telephone needs over to local 
entrepreneurs who provide them all—ata 
cost. The streets of Beirut rumble with the 
non-stop chugging of generators, pro- 
viding the most commonexample of what 
to do when mains electricity is so ra- 
tioned as to be practically non-existent. 

The cheapest generators can cost up to 
eight times a monthly salary. A small 
machine costs about $ 325 (U.S.) in Beirut 
where the minimum monthly wage is 
around $ 40. 

For people who do not have cash to 
buy their own generator, entrepreneurs 
have devised cost-sharing schemes. 

Wholestreets join together to buy large 
generators and then pay between $ 50 and 
$ 100 a month per family for fuel. 

Even the family which cannot afford a 
generator or a shared supply need never 
go dry. Water merchants will come to 
them. 


Water tankers tour the treets of Beirut. 
When driver is stopped and paid, he puts 
a hose into roof-top storage tanks and a 
diesel-powered generator pumps water 
into them. 

Water tankers tour the streets of Beirut. 
When a driver is stopped and paid, he 
puts a hose into roof-top storage tanks 
and a diesel powered generator pumps 
water into them. 

Water deliveries cost a family about $ 
400 a year, so many Beirut residents have 
dug wells in their gardens. 


“Don’t worry, air; everything's gum, 
smoothly at the office.” 
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Geetu Sharma-the medical phenomenon 


MEDICAL MYSTERY 
BAFFLES DOCS: 


HTS I HER 
EVES 


——— re 


ile others 
roduce tears 
their eyes, 


Geetu' produces 
ants—dozens of 


them every day. 
Doctors are baffled 
by the phenome- 
non. 


Dr Vidya Sagar examining Geetu-tall claims 
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“Oh, What a mystery” 


hen Geetu came home from 
school, she suddenly felt a pierc- 
ing sensation in her eye. When 
the irritation didn’t go away by rubbing 
her mother forced the eye wide open to 
see the cause. There were two small black 
ants in her daughter's eye.... 

That was on February 5, and till today 
ants have been regularly coming out of 
her eyes. So much that even eye special- 
ists at the major hospitals in Delhi includ- 
ing the All India Institute of Medical Sci- 
ence are foxed by the case and have con- 
ceded defeat. 

A class VI student in a Delhi School, 12 
year-old Geetu Sharma is very noncha- 
lant about the whole affair. But her par- 
ents are very worried. They have tried 
every remedy without avail. 

“The eye is perfectly normal, there 
was no evidence of any ant or ant eggs 
during our scientific investigations, “says 
Dr. P.K. Khosla, Chief of the Rajendra 
Prasad Centre for Opthalmology at AIIMS. 
But other doctors however concede that 
dead ants were found in the lower eyelid 
of the girl at regular intervals when she 
was in the hospital. They also decline to 
comment about suspicions that the inci- 
dence might be a hoax. 

Geetu’s parents are angry at charges 
made by doctors that the girl herself puts 
ants in her eyes. “Do you think anybody 
can put ants in one’s eyes continuously 
for a month? “they ask. They also allege 
that some doctors at AIIMS repeatedly 
pressurised their little gir] to tell the press 
that it was all her doing. 

An average of about 15 to 20 ants come 
out every day. Various suggestions have 
been made by different people including 
writing to research institutions in Amer- 
ica and Japan for help. 

SWARAJ THAPA 
Pics: Naresh Suri 


PUBLICITY? 


A doctor from Bihar has claimed that 
he can cure the girl in just two days. A 
medical officer in charge of the Rajganj 
Government Hospital in Dhanbad dis- 
trict, Dr. Vidya Sagar Prasad claims to 
have treated a similar case some 20 years 
back in the tribal area of Palama. 

Dr. Prasad has already commenced 
partial treatment, though he says the 
particular medicineis in his clinic in Bihar. 
Excerpts from an interview: 

What do you think is behind this 
malady? 

Anant must somehow have got inside 
her eye and lodged itself inside. Then it 
must have reproduced and as a result the 
ants keep coming out from the eggs. 

What do you think will be the conse- 
quences if it goes untreated? 

At present there is some sort of pas- 
sage for the ants to come to the eye. But 
if it gets blocked, then the ants might look 
for an alternative way. That might be 
very harmful. The patient can also be 
blinded. 

What is the medicine that you pro- 
pose to administer? 

I cannot tell that. It is actually a mix- 
ture of allopathy medicines and primi- 
tive Santhal herbs. I will make it known 
only after I treat the girl. 

Various facts however have come to 
light indicating that Dr. Sagar is possibly 
after cheap publicity. Sources have dis- 
closed that he is in the capital to stop an 
unwanted transfer from Rajganj. He hopes 
to gain his aim by this public exposure. 

SWARAJ THAPA 


Scientifically 
impossible: 


Doctors initially tried mild chemical 
treatment with Xylocaine and turpentine 
oil and reported that the number of ants 
coming out of the eyes had considerably 
reduced after the treatment. Repeated X- 
rays and brain scans show normal pic- 
tures. Even a surgery performed on the 
eve failed to locate any tracts from where 
the ants were coming. Tissue analysis too 
hasn't revealed the presence of any eggs 
or larvae of ants. . 

Thus doctors conclude that it is ‘scien- 
tifically’ impossible that ants materialise 
from nowhere and think that they have 
been’ ‘extraneously introduced’. How- 
ever they refuse to speculate on who 
might have done it and for what reason. 


S.T; 


WANTED, 
A PRINCESS 


The qualifications expected of Japa- 
nese crown prince Naruhito’s future 
bride are so strict that nobody seems to 
want to marry the country’s most eli- 
gible bachelor. Imperial Palace sources 
said the ideal wife for the 31-year-old 
prince must be, “Under 25, attractive, 
healthy, have had no former boyfriends 
and have a distinguished ancestry.” 
She must also look like American ac- 
tress Brooke Shields and may not 
measure more than 162 centimetres from 
head to toe, the sources said. 

The prince’s marriage prospects have 
been arousing especially keen interest 
since he told the media when he be- 
came 27 that he hoped to “avoid being 
single at 39.” 


SCHOOL - 
KIDS TO 
STAND 
TRIAL FOR 
FITTING 


hree Australian schoolboys will 
stand trial on a charge of attach- 
ing a bomb to the petrol tank of 
their teacher’s car to try to “blow her 
brains out.” Magistrate Clive Werry 
told a children’s court in Albury town, 
New South Wales, that the three 15- 
year-olds would be tried in a district 
court and not in a children’s court, at a 
date to be fixed. 

The three, who pleaded not guilty, 
will face one charge of placing an ex- 
plosive substance with intent to cause 
grievous bodily harm. Werry said the 
charge was too serious for a children’s 
court. The trio had fixed a bomb to the 
woman teacher's car on July 22, 1990. 
The woman’s husband later noticed 
wires hanging from the car’s petrol 
tank and called the police. 


APRIL 6, 1991 SUN 19 


BOLLYWOOD 


COMES 
TO DELHI 


The huge money involved 
in films and video has seen 
Bombay film producers make 
a beeline for the new film city 
in the making at Delhi. 


our years back, the then 
Chairman of Noida, Mr. 
Yogesh Chandra, a good 
friend of Amitabh Bachchan, 
, conceived the idea of having 
a film city near the capital. Today, Fakir 
Chand’‘s studio is busy for at least fifteen 
days a month. Marwah Films and Video 
Studio are already booked for forty days. 
Boney shot his latest movie ‘Prem’ re- 
cently to inaugurate the ‘Surender Ka- 
poor Sutdios. The list is long. 

The low rate (Rs. two hundred per 
square metre) may be the reason for the 
rush to Noida despite the fact that indoor 
shootings are becoming less popular. Add 
to it the lack of infrastructure like hotels, 
yet the rush is on. Studio owners are 
optimistic of a bright future. 

Sandeep Marwahis giving “cultured” 
touch to his studio—an open air theatre 
outside the studio and an art gallery in 
the basement hall. 

Fakir Chand’s studio is claimed to be 
biggest studio in the North India. Among 
the TV serials and films shot here, the 


Anil Kapoor, Shammi Kapoor, Boney Kapoor (from left to right) at a party 


most known is the controversial “Tarak 
Dhum Dhum’ of Romesh Sharma. 

The 25 acre film city still looks a clus- 
ter of unimpressive buildings complete 
and incomplete; and empty plots sur- 
rounded by boundary walls. The 150 acre 


of land given for outdoor shootings shows 
no signs of construction. Only time will 
tell if the dream city, like its prestigious 
counter-part in Bombay, will succeed. 


VIJAY THAKUR 


he brother-in-law of cine star Anil 
Kapoor, Sandeep Marwah, is a 
stage artiste and has been in this 
profession for the last fifteen years. What 
made him start a films’ and video studio 
may be the huge money involved init. He 
is an active participant in all the allottee 
meetings with the Noida authorities. 
Regarding the future of the newly started 
film industry he spoke to SUN. Excerpts. 

At a time when the Bombay film 
studios are facing a financial crisis, what 
lured film professionals to invest money 
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in a city totally unknown for this indus- 
try? 

Bombay and Hollywood were never 
sanctioned as film city centres. This trend 
started gradually and took hold. But here, 
the best part is that the government is 
with us. We are being assured that the UP 
government will also make outdoor shoot- 
ing spots like jungles open to us. 

Would the Noida Film Centre be able 
to get business? 

There is a lot of business for studio 
professionals here. Delhi Doordarshan 
has already cleared a number of serials 
and other projects. The trend of video 
magazines and video films and now films 
on election—oh, there will be lot of work. 

You have to fetch the whole team 
from Bombay. Also there is a paucity of 
good hotels in Noida. How can these 
problems be overcome? 

In the beginning we will have some 
problems. But once we start these facili- 


ties will come up. Noida authorities have 
already sanctioned two ‘three star hotels’ 
and a ‘five star’ is on its way towards 
approval. 

VAY THAKUR 


Sandeep Marwah—dreaming ahead 


ALL THAT STANDS 
BETWEEN DARKNESS AND HER 
IS YOUR SIGNATURE 
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iy K.S. Gupta 


The General Secretary, 

Lok Kalyan Samiti, 

Sucheta Bhavan, 

11-A, Vishnu Digambar Marg, 

New Delhi- 110002. 

For Rs. 100 per operation, | would like to sponsor: 

DO 1. cataract operation yearly: 

O 2. cataract operations yearly — payable yearly/half yearly. 

1) 4. cataract operations yearly — payable yearly/half yearly/quarterly 
O) 6. cataract operations yearly — payable yearly/half yearly/bi-monthly. 


lam enclosing herein a crossed cheque/demand 
draft in favour of Lok Kalyan SamitiforRs...... 


Please send me details with photographs 
of the person/s | am sponsoring. f 
Name ........... 0. ccc cece cee f Wp Lie 
Address ................--.-. $8 4 iti 
Profession .................. 
Date ........ ... ..Tel. .. 
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Income Tax Exemption under Section 80G 
of the Income Tax Act. f 


IMAGINE A WORLD OF LENGTHENING 


SHADOWS. OF VISIONS FADING INTO 
OBLIVION. A WORLD STEADILY GROWING 


DARKER. CATARACT. A DISEASE THAT CLOUDS THE 
LENS OF THE EYE OBSTRUCTS THE PASSAGE OF LIGHT. 
MILLIONS IN OUR COUNTRY, ABOVE THE AGE OF SIXTY ARE 


ENGULFED IN THIS FOG. WE, AT LOK KALYAN SAMITI ARE ASKING YOU TO HELP 


WE TAKE CARE OF OVER 35,000 EYES EVERY YEAR. WE HAVE ORGANIZED 71 EYE CAMPS IN 
RURAL AREAS AND OPERATED UPON 3892 CATARACT PATIENTS TO DATE. YOU CAN HELP FINANCE A 
CATARACT OPERATION. IT COSTS AS LITTLE AS RS. 100/- WITHOUT WHICH THEIR VISION CONTINUES TO GET FOGGIER. AS 
YOURS IS BEGINNING TO, WHILE TRYING TO READ THIS MESSAGE. 

SET YOUR SIGHTS ON THE NEARLY BLIND. GIVE. 


Lok Kalyan Samiti 
(Founder: Late Smt. Sucheta Kriplani) 
A voluntary, non-political-non-profit health and welfare organization 


SET YOUR SIGHTS ON THE NEARLY BLIND.GIVE. 


Created in the interest of public service by Lintas India Limited, New Delhi. feet 
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CASHING IN ON THE VIDEO BOOM 


rom medicine to modelling to 
advertising is a long and event- 
ful journey, one which Sanjeev 
Dutta has successfully traversed. 
He is the whizkid behind the 
video-advertising company Dutta and 
Dutta, which controls a major chunk of 
advertising on the video circuit. “In the 
mid’86, I had realised that video advertis- 
ing had a great potential and would be 
the thing for the future. 1 wanted to 
capitalise on it,” he says. 

What started off as a venture with vir- 
tually no captial has grown in the last five 
years into a 4 crore business. Sanjeev 
certainly doesn’t regret having given up 
his ayurvedic practice or his later dalli- 
ance with modelling. 

But his restless spirit made him search 
for more avenues to keep him busy and 
he came up with the concept of discount 
cards—Intercard. “Credit cards work on 
credit and the holder ultimately ends up 
paying more. With my Intercard, the 
customer becomes eligible to avail dis- 
counts from outlets that come under our 
purview” he explains. It is like having the 
benefits of sale throughout the year—a 
weakness with middle class families, who 
are the target audience of Datta. Needless 
to say, it is a big hit. AMICHAR 


CONSUMERS’ GUIDE 
FAULTY 


J KILLS 
HOUSEWIFE 


By JEEVAN PRAKASH 


yt 
VMN 


| 


Mr. Jeevan 
Prakash is 
a consumer 
activistand 
practising 
lawyer in 
MRTP and 
consumer 


— maid Jaws. He is 
legal advisor to the voluntary organ- 


isation, ‘VOICE’ founded by Justice 
(Retd.) V.M. Tarkunde. All inter- 
ested parties can write to him at 2637, 
Chadda Building, Naya Bazaar, 
Delhi-6. 

rs. B. Sudershanan, from Cochi 

in Kerala, has written to VOICE, 

a Delhi-based consumer organ- 
isation, that one Ms. Janaki, a housewife, 


uae 


Sanjeev Dutta—doctor turned executive 


got electrocuted because of leakage of 
current froma faulty TV. Ms. Janaki was 
adjusting the antenna of her TV to correct 
the distorted picture when she got an 
electric shock resulting in her almost in- 
stantaneous death. 

Later on, a TV mechanic told the be- 
reaved family that Ms. Janaki was elec- 
trocuted because of some fault in the TV 
circuit which resulted in leakage of cur- 
rent in the antenna. The FIR with the 
police also mentions this fact. 

VOICE has advised Mr. Sudarshanan 
to file a claim for compensation against 
both the dealer and the manufacturer of 
the TV in the State Commission under the 
Consumer Protection Act, 1986. 

VOICE has also written to the Secre- 
tary in the Ministry of Electronics, Mr. 
Vittal, that this carelessness in handling 
and production of TVs is partially be- 
cause of the neglect of his Deptt. in ensur- 
ing quality and product control in elec- 
tronic goods and that his Ministry is also 
to blame for this mishap resulting in the 
death of the hapless housewife. 

It is for this reason that VOICE has 
been pressing for comparative—testing 
programmes, beginning with the colour 
television sets. It is apparent that the 
Ministry of Electronics has understood 


the importance of comparative testing as 
it has passed the project of comparative 
testing of colour television sets submitted 
by VOICE. 

VOICE is now at a stage where this 
programme can be launched in 1991. The 
visible result of this pilot project would 
be a published report showing the results 
of tests on ten to fifteen leading colour 
television brands being sold in the mar- 
ket. 

Without brand-specific product infor- 
mation, there is no way a consumer can 
know the relative merits or demerits of a 
product and there is no earthly reason 
why such projects should not be launched 
in India. Over one million television sets 
are going to be bought even this year 
despite the slump in the demand. 

As long as the consumer is going to 
buy a product with his hard-earned money, 
there is every reason that he should be 
protected from unscrupulous dealers and 
manufacturers. The consumer has a right 
to buy quality. Quality can be known 
only through comparative fesfing, 1991 
will show whether this experiment will 
succeed in India. Its success depends 
upon support of consumers like you. 
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FAMOUS SHOWBIZ BACHELRS ELL; 


The ideal 
woman 


By Davip RAGAN 


NICOLAS CAGE (Wild at Heart): “I 
like woman who, when I’m with them, 
make me feel like I’m at the edge of the 
universe. Women of mystery, Sexy women. 
Sex is a good thing, a really cool thing, a 
really natural, correct thing to do. I like it. 
I like having it with someone who likes it, 
too.” 

MATTHEW BRODERICK (The Fresh- 
man) : “An outgoing personality and a 
sense of humour. And if she’s a fan of old 
TV shows like The Honeymooners and The 
Twilight Zone, which I stay home to watch, 
that’s real plus.” 

WOODY HARRELSON (Cheers): “Is 
she smart, beautiful, funny? Does she like 
to party’? I’m not a total party animal, 
though I once was, but I’m a very gregari- 
ous guy. I really love hanging out with a 
beautiful woman on my arm and talking 
to people. In Hollywood, this means having 
a drink in your hand and making the 
rounds. Having a good time. I’m a spon- 
taneous guy. I need to be with someone 
who will do zany shit with me. But if she 
has any ideas about marriage, she better 
look to some other guy. Marriage, for me, 
is simply years away.” 

PETER HORTON (Thirtysomething): 
“Really, I would love to have a family. I 
would love to be at that state. But there’s 
no way to fabricate it. You can’t go after 
it. If something develops, it happens in its 
own way and own time. So I’m lookin 
for the woman who can create that family 
with me. But there’s one major prerequi- 
site: she must love music, classical music, 
especially Mozart and Beethoven, as I do. 
My earliest ambition was to be a sym- 
phony conductor. Music was my first 
love and I got my college degree in music 
(piano). I only got into acting because I 
thought it would help my music, help me 
perform more loosely and with less inhi- 
bition. And I still think of myself as more 
a musician than an actor.” 

HARRY HAMLIN (L.A. Law): “T think 
of myself as an ultra-conservative, old- 
fashioned type, but on the other hand, I 


Peter O'Toole 


like passion in everything. I like noncon- 
ventional things, nonconventional books 
and nonconventional women. How to 
explain it?” 

JULIO IGLESIAS: “Someone who 
understands that my work, my life in the 
spotlight, is the most important thing of 
all to me. Perhaps it always will be. To get 
married again, it would have to be some- 
thing that I really need. I prefer a life with 
lights to a life with anyone. 

RICHARD GERE (Pretty Woman): “I 
need mothering. And you shouldn’t expect 
to get that from an actress or anyone 
who’sat the top in her profession. Women 
today have to fight hard and get tough in 
order to be successful. I like a woman 
who’s smart and savvy without being 
bold or challenging.” 

JACK NICHOLSON (The Two Jakes): 
“I'd like to say, ‘No, it doesn’t matter 
whether somebody’s beautiful or not,” 
but whatever I find beautiful is what I’m 
attracted to.” 


WARREN BEATTY (Dick Tracy): “Can 
she accept my view on monogamy? I 
once thought monogamy was a goal to be 
striven for in earnest. But I’m no longer 
convinced it’s all that desirable. Short 
relationships where you can tell the truth 
are better than longer ones where the 
truth becomes more painful.” 

EDDIE MURPHY (Another 48 HRS.): 
“Give me someone who’s willing to let 
me call most of the shots. A woman can 
have some say in what goes on in a rela- 
tionship, but the guy is the core of it, and 
what I say goes.” 

ALBERT FINNEY (Miller’s Crossing): 
“The only relationship that interests me is 
one that’s free and easy. Nothing perma- 
nent. And the idea of having a normal 
family life doesn’t appeal to me at all. 
That generally means that you have to 
conform to a pattern, which I can’t or 
don’t particularly want to do. I like change 
and variety. I try to have that in my work, 
and perhaps it indicates that the private 


24 SUN APRIL 6, 1991 


HOLLYWOOD * HOLLYWOOD x* HOLLYWOOD * HOLLYWOOD 


John Travolta 
side of my life has the same kind of need 
to change things, whether it’s a relation- 
ship or environment or whatever.” 

TIMOTHY HUTTON (Q & A): “T like 
someone who has a strong sense of her- 
self, a very good sense of humour, who is 
well-read, and last but not least, is very 
beautiful. My definition of beautiful may 
be different from that of others. To me, 
it’s all of the above qualities coming 
through.” 

ROB LOWE (Masquerade): “Those who 
know me know that right now I’m only 


Al Pacino 


interested in some- 
one with whom Ican 
have a_ serious 
friendship. I don’t 
want a serious girl- 
friend. Putting it 
simply, it’s matter 
of let’s have fun 
together. 

Al PACINO (The 
Godfather Part IID : 
“T’maromantic. My 
love life is what's 
important to me. 
That’s number one, 
even before acting. 
But I’ve got to be 
the one who makes 
the first move. 
When you become 
well known in this 
business, people are 
always laying girls on you. It’s weird. 
I'm not interested. Then there are the 
aggressive women. And now I would 
like to have a family, of course, if it came 
up, if I met the right women. 

ALEC BALDWIN (The Hunt for Red 
October; Alice): “As a kid growing up on 
Long Island, I dreamed about going to 
New York and finding a really. hot-look- 
ing woman lawyer—someone who had it 
made. Very little in that attitude toward 
the ultimate in romance has changed. I’d 
still rather be supportive of someone who’s 
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successful than someone who isn’t. When 
you’ re older, you get down to three things 
you must have—like loyalty, intelligence, 
sexuality—and you go with the person 
who gives less but gives you those three 
things, in spades.” 

JOHN TRAVOLTA (Look Who's Talk- 
ing Too): “Whenever I meet someone, I 
ask myself: Do I see warmth? Do I see 
anything that’s positive? If I don’t, I'll 
search for that patter—that feeling of 
warmth or sexiness. When I’m attracted 
to someone, it satisfies my heart if I’m 
able to really get to know them. 

GEORGE HAMILTON (The Godfa- 
ther part III): “Simplicity. That, to me, is 
the ultimate sort of sophistication—get- 
ting down to the basics, to the contents of 
the package without any glossy wrap- 
ping. And nothing is more attractive than 
an incredibly good heart. I watch women 
to see how they treat other people. Cour- 
tesy and kindness go a long way with 
me.” 

PETER O’TOOLE (The Rainbow Thief): 
“One thing she would have to under- 
stand: I’ve had a life—what is it Dylan 
Thomas said?— ‘sardined with women.’ 
And while I keep an open mind and an 
open pair of arms, I'll probably never 
marry again. Marriage is an impossible 
institution! When a marriage works, it’s a 
complete accident, a delightful shock. It 
doesn’t happen with great regularity.” 
ASIA FEATURES 


A NAM BY ANY OTHER NAME 


Shri Chand Shaker (a man with such 
a massive ‘G’ force behind him, that he 
could even make the moon wobble in its 
orbit) was worried. With every Tom 
(King/Kelly) Dick (Cheney) and Tariq 
(Aziz) getting -his name in the media, 
fhanks to the Gulf conflict, he felt that the 
absence of Indian VIP names in the afore- 
said was an insult to our nationhood. He 
spoke into his intercom. Just then his 
deputy, Shri Devi, came in, cheerfully 
humming “Hawa Hawaii” in a loud 
toneless whistle. 

“What's the matter?” Queried CS. “Are 
you flying down to Honalulu by any 
chance? If so, go by scheduled flight. 
Private Jumbos went out with the Ma- 
harajas.” 

“I’m not going anywhere.” Replied 
SD. “I’m feeling happy because I’ve just 
solved our oil problems. Met experts I’ve 
just met, state that the massive slick at 
present in the Gulf will soon find its way 
to our coast. There we can pick it up free 
of charge, de-salinize de-mandalize and 


de-saffronize it, refine it and use it to 
supply farmers with all the diesel they 
want.” 

The door opened again to admit VC 
alias ‘Shock La’ (named after a pass he 


had once made). “You called for me, 
Sir?” 

‘Yes!” Said CS. “No Scud, lands with 
a thud, in our mud and we don’t seem to 
have any Patriots either. This shows our 
importance in international affairs. You 
must rise to the occasion, so fly down to 
Yugoslavia immediately and starta NAM 
initiative for a piece...” 

“Let me go!” Interrupted SD. “I am 
willing to go even tourist class, if I can 
travel by the Yugoslav national carrier.” 

“And why is that?” asked CS in aston- 
ishment. 

“Because it’s the only airline in the 
world that is called JAT” Replied SD. 

“Sorry, but you can’t go.” Said CS 
firmly.” I need you here to help reduce 
prices, especially in five-star hotels.” 

“And whatshallIdo when get there?” 


Asked VC. 

“Tell your counterpart that we must 
get a piece of the action. That CNN must 
include NAM in general and India in 
particular in its Gulf newscasts. That if 
this doesn’t happen, NAM should be 
prepared to start in NBC offensive.” 

VC paled. “An NBC offensive? The 
Americans won't like it and neither will 
the Iraquis. Both Saddam and Bush hate 
to be pre-empted.” 

“Doesn't matter.” CS shrugged. “We 
have to get into the limelight somehow.” 

“And who is to provide the weap- 
ons?” Asked VC. 

“Weapons?” CS was clearly puzzled. 
“Whatever. for?” 

“For the NBC offensive!” VC explained. 

“Your history is evidently weak,” CS 
told him, shaking his head. “And you 
seem to have forgotten the origins of 
NAM. When I said we should start in 
NBC offensive, I meant a peace offensive 
by New Delhi, Belgrade and Cairo.” 

BRAJENDRA SINGH 
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“MY SERIALS RATE 
PRIME TIME” 


His telefilms and serials’ 
though women-based and 
propagating social conscious- 
ness, are inexplicably slotted 
for the Afternoon Transmis- 
sion. The director speaks out. 


urbir Singh Grewal is a low- 
profile man. Unlike most people 
associated with showbiz this di- 
rector is not loud or boastful 
like some serial directors. Instead, Gre- 
wal goes all out to criticize some of the 
serials, telefilms he has himself directed. 


You underwent a course in sound re- 
cording from the Poona Film Institute, 


but went on to become a director. Why 
the switch? 

Yes I got my diploma in sound record- 
ing in the year 1975. I needed a job soon 
and a technical course is the safest bet. 
Afterwards I joined the Space Applica- 
tion Centre in Ahmedabad. I worked 
there for three years as a sound recordist 
with their ‘Satellite Instructional Televi- 
sion Experiment (SITE) project. Then, I 
left and joined the Films’ Division again 
as a sound recordist, but I was always 
trying in the meantime to learn more and 
more about the intricacies of direction so 
that when I switched over, I wouldn’t be 
a total novice. 

Were you disillusioned with your 
job in Films’ Division? 


Grewal—social reformist 


In Films’ Division or in any govern- 
ment job you are often forced to do work 
against your convictions. A certain dis- 
satisfaction had set in due to this and so 
when in 1986, TV became commercial 
and started telecasting sponsored seri- 
als, I realised that this was a chance that 
I was always looking for. 

Tell us about your works after 1986. 

Right after 1986 I left my job, I directed 
the first ever Punjabi serial ‘Eho Hamara 
Jeevana’ (meaning—‘thisis our life’). Then 
came ‘Khilti Kaliyan’ which dealt with 
adult education. It was a 24-episode 
serial written by the late Safdar Hashmi. 
This serial, like my forth-coming telefilms 
based on women-oriented issues are all 
slotted for the Afternoon Transmission. 
This is most probably because DD feels 
that no chocolate company would be 


ready to sponsor it in prime-time. They 
are much better than ‘Basera’. Ifsomething 
as nonsensical as ‘Basera’ can be slotted 
at prime time, shouldn’t educational films 
which have more importance in our society, 
be telecast at prime time? 

Please tell us about your forthcom- 
ing serials. 

There are these tele-films I have made 
for a series DD wanted on the subject— 
girl child. These are ‘Manzil’, ‘Main Khud 
Padoongee’ and ‘Swabhimaan’. All these 
three projects the positive aspect of a girl 
child. 

My two serials in the pipeline are 
‘Sabak’ and ‘Neem Ka Ped’. The latter is 
a Buniyaad, like family story. It spans the 
period of 1942 to 1970 showing how values 
change with generations. It is an 18- 
episode serial written by Dr. Rahi Ma- 
soon Raza. 

By MADHUMITA NAG 


AND NOW PLAYBACK ACTING 


While we are familiar with 
playback singers who ‘sing’ for 
the heroes and heroines on the 
screen, a new breed of profes- 
sional dubbing artistes is fast be- 
coming popular, thanks to multi- 
lingual films and stars. 

"gi OW does a Naseeruddin Shah 
speak his lines in a Kannada 
Film, while Sridevi, fresh from 

mae the South emote in Hindi? Are 
they linguists par excellence? The fact is, 
they ‘act’ in borrowed voices, much the 
same way as they ‘sing’ in the voices of 
Lata and Kishore and the rest. 

Ever since actors and actresses tran- 
scended their regional barriers to seek 
fame elsewhere, the problem of dialogue 
rendering became acute—at least till the 


time the stars mastered the art of speak- 
ing a language. And with more and more 
girls pouring into Bombay from the South, 
dubbing artistes came in for much de- 
mand/- the unsuccessful stars of Hindi 
films entering this profession in a big 
way. Thus Naaz lent her voice to Sridevi. 
She is now doing it for Pooja Bedi. 

Now there is an influx of heroes also 
from South. Kamal Haasan and Rajan. 
ikanth and Nagarjuna (Shiva) sought the 
help of ghost voices. Rishabh Shukla did 
it for Chiranjeevi and a professional did 
it for Nagarjuna. With males also joining 
the fray the scenario is complete. Some- 
one speaks for them on the screen while 
someone else sings for them, but strangely, 
they get the taalis. 

It may come as a surprise that in 
‘Tezaab’, a dubbing artiste was used to 


render the dialogues of Anil Kapoor. 
(Reportedly Sudesh Bhosle). In the recent 
‘Aashiqui’ Rahul Roy moved only his lips 
while Adhitya Pancholi ‘spoke’ for him. 

In the south, dubbing is more because 
films of top heroes also get dubbed into 
other languages. The phenomenal suc- 
cess of dubbed films at the box office 
proves that audiences do not mind ‘play- 
back speakers’ like they enjoy playback 
singers. Thereare artistes there like Ramola 
and Saikumar who lent their voice for 
various stars in hundreds of films. 

But it is sad that the heroes and hero- 
ines have been reduced to pink pastries 
shining in borrowed voices. Returning to 
where cinema emerged from. The pup- 
pet show! 


LAKSHMIKAMLAKAR 
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he start of London Fashion 

Week opened with Jasper 

Conran’s collection, which 

was so pertect that you 

wanted the lot. There was something 

for everyone--black jackets in leather, 

wool and suede, all witha selection of 

flatteringly cut trousers, skirts and shorts. 

And he cornered the market in the perfect 

‘little black dress’ each one made 

individual with a cunningly cut neckline 

and hem lengths to suit all shapes of 
legs. 

Arabella Pollen’s retrospective look 


eK ENE LAW BOR AEA RE 


London Fashion Week. Helen Storey, 
designer to rock stars and party people 
and always one to provoke, called this 
part of her show ‘animal instincts’. The 
clothes themselves were simple, skimpy 
black evening dresses. Too simple maybe, 
and that is why she chose to add the 
alarmingly life-like animal heads or 
maybe it was just another ploy to plug 
the ‘green’ cause. 

After last season’s rather aggressive 
and unwearable show, Helen Storey’s 
latest collection was fun, outrageous and 
p at the late Sixties (pictured here) witha black commercial, all’at the same time. Her 
y A-line jacket with bright appliqued shapes inspiration varied from_ neolithic 
® over the tiniest hipster mini-skirt enthralled | cavewoman to the Ska beat of the Sixties. 
® all. The leather cap, as seenon MarlonBrando Her fabric sources saw no bounds--fur, 
® in the Fifties film, ‘The WildOne,’completes _ leather, rubber, even black plastic bin- 
™ the look. liners in the shape of an enormous crino- 
HAUTE CAT-URE line. Yet in amongst all this were sexy 

t could have beenascenefromCatsor little black dresses that anyone would 
| a Beatrix Potter stage show, but thisis | wear, fun Lurex tailored suits and won- 
one of the madder moments during derful exaggerated damask evening skirts. 
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Dig the feeling! You've finally stepped into the great teens. 
Wow! Some crazy times ahead you say. We agree. That's 
why we Say it's time to do your own thing. Go for it. 
Celebrate it. Get the new ‘Life Begins at 13’ look. There's 
nothing better than showing the world what you feel. That's 


for sure. 


CHECK THIS OUT 


eeseaeoacaescseceeaeeceseseseeacoae 


The ‘Life Begins at 13’ is a package that's assertively 


personal And boy, is it a fashion statement! CRAZY 
| FREE Membership to the ACRATY TEENS CLUB 
It starts with the casually - flung-over-your-shoulder When you buy the “Life Begins At 13” package you automatically 

become a member of the Crazy Teens Club. A club created 

Rucksack. Made of imported tetron, it's washable and specially for you. It’s activities ? 
@ A newsletter with news on fashion, sports, rockstars and other 

waterproof. Comes in 3 vibrant colours — Rapturous Red, exciting topics. 
@ Theme Parties which the Club plans for you. 

Electric Blue and Golden Yellow @ Adventure Tours. Yes, trekking, river rafting—the works 


And there's lots more surprises. 
Enter the groovy T’shirt. Internationally styled, it's 


definitely the thing. Available in 3 sizes and 3 exciting 


1s at Life begins at 
colours — Golden Yellow, Swinging Red and Virgin White. oe eee 


You're gonna freak out on this. Your own personalised te begins 


letter pad. Yes, with your name printed on it. If that Life begir 


isn't style what is? . at Life b 
Hang in there. There's more. A Button with the message es 
“Stone Age, Iron Age, Teen Age.” And a Baseball Cap in 


red or yellow. 


The best part is that you get all this for just Rs. 600/- 
Order it today. And kiss those kiddy days goodbye. It's hello, 


“Life Begins at 13” now. 


bee 


ATRICK Bergin is Holly wood’s 
newest discovery, one of those 
tare actors who fill up the screen— 
six foot three, glinting blue eyes 
and Irish-rogue good looks. 

Last year he made three major movies, 
starring opposite three of the most famous 
and beautiful leading ladies—Julia Roberts, 
Sean Young, Uma Thurman. 

And then there was Joanna Griffiths. 

Joanna Who? Joanna is a 13-year-old 
Cardiff schoolgirl who has never acted 
protessionally. Yet Patrick was happy to 
share billing with her in tomorrow night's 
BBC 2 film, Morphine And Dolly Mixtures. 


ie 


At firstsight the reasonis baffling. The _were mostly habitual truants. And some __“No, no, no, don't worry, just hit me. 
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=) children 


plot is hardly seductive. It is the painful | 


story of an alcoholic father of five, Terence 
O'Farrell, who beats and psychologically 
terrorises his small daughter. In one scene 
he slaps her face, pushes her to the ground 
and gives her a black eye. 

From the moment he received the script, 
Bergin, who had just completed filming 
opposite Pretty Woman star Julia Roberts 
in the soon-to-open Sleeping With The 
Enemy, was determined to do it. 

The reason is locked into his past. In 
the early Eighties Bergin, now 37, was a 
teacher for four years at an inner London 
secondary school. The teenagers he taught 


| 
[ 


| 
PUT 
were frequently beaten at home. 
| Bergin worked hard to gain the 
| trustofhis pupils: ‘! used puppetry 
| and theatre as forms of education. 
It was important to build up their 
confidence, so! would arrange for 
shows to entertain the elderly. The 
Ag ran those projects 

| 1 themselves and learned that they 
| should not let down those elderly 
} people.’ 

His other technique was straight 
‘bribery’. To persuade the children 
to stop playing truant, ‘we'd take 
them to the seaside or include them 
ina special project. Not tobe part of 
what everyone else was doing was 

punishment in itself. 
4 ‘When tthe script for Dolly 
Mixtures arrived, I understood what 
it was about. That topic that gets 
4 Swept under the carpet. We all know 
me it’s happening, but we don’t like to 

| Say. 
| ‘It was made fora fraction of the 
| cost of all my other films but it’s 
possibly the most important one 
I’ve made so far.’ Bergin, a quiet, 
thoughtful man, is nothing if not 
sincere. Once his diminutive co- 
star had been selected from 300 
hopefuls, he began to worry about 
the violence. 

‘But I needn’t have, because 
Joanna is somehow very complete 
in herself. 

‘She was a general prankster, 
and she cheered us up no end; all 
this made it much easier than if she 
had been a delicate, sensitive girl. 

‘I got to know her well before we 
began, because the director Karl 
Francis got us both in for two weeks’ 
rehearsal. 

‘We discussed some of the more 
difficult scenes and she seemed to 
havea great understanding of why 
this man behaved in the way he 
did. 

We didn’t get around to shooting the 
scenes of physical abuse, where | had to 
slap her about, until well into the schedule 
and by that time, there was a tremendous 
amount of trust between us. 

‘It was brave of her, because if you are 
in a fight sequence with guys, you may 
fall badly and hurt yourself. 

‘So you can imagine what horror filled 
me when | was about to pretend to knock 
Joanna about. But she kept on saying: 


Led 


canning the video scene, our first pick was ‘Indra 

Dhanush’, one of the latest entries to the ever widen- 
G ing world of newscassettes. Promising us the rain- 

bow, this cassette ultimately gives us nothing but 
unadulterated boredom. And what’s more-the contents are 
outdated. It starts off with the much bandied about Ramjan- 
ambhoomi-Babri Masjid controversy with a definite Hindu 
slant. Almost the entire line-up of people interviewed are Hin- 
dus. The makers have interviewed only a few Muslim garland- 
makers in the name of objectivity. Then follow scenes from the 
seven-month old film ‘Aashiqui’ with an unimaginative inter- 
view with Mahesh Bhat. The same goes for the ‘Khilaaf’ item. 
The cassette is bad with a capital B. 

The video portrayal of ‘All the latest songs of Gurdaas Man’ 
song asa tribute to late actor Virendra ‘Dil da maamla’ is a big 
disappointment. He sent us to sleep. 

A long Chitrahaar with the best songs of 1990. Bye-Bye ‘90 
was a damp squib. The songs of this cassette have shown much 
too often on the telly. 

‘Geet Shagna De’ a 120 minute film of 32 traditional Punjabi 
marriage songs, made by Swar Sudha, is a must for everybody 
who understands the language and is in a mood to hear some 
lilting traditional numbers. 

On the English scene, ‘Back to the Future III’ came to our 
notice. The cassette is a big drag. 

Dejected, and depressed we picked up--Martin Scorsease’s 
gangster epic ‘Goodfellas’. It is great. Watch this film if the sight 
of blood does not put you off. Happy viewing. 


Top Ten English 


. Goodfellas 

. Havana 

. The Rookie 

_K--9 

. Kindergarten Cop 

. Fright Night 1 

. Sea Wolfs 

. Marked for Death 

. Back to the Future III 

10. Look Who’s talking too 


WOON A OS WN 


Top Ten Hindi 


1. Mast Kalandar 

2. Begum Badal Gayee— 

Pakifstani Play 

Bye-Bye ’90 

Geet Shagna De 

Kalchakra (March) 

Numbri Aadmi 

Intquam 

Aao Such Bole 

Mardon Wali Baat 

0. All the latest songs of 

Gurdasmaan 

Source: Hiba Electronics; Shankar 

Road; N. Delhi 
MADHUMITA NAG 
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PROTECT YOUR CHILD 


AGAINST SIX KILLERS 


POLIO--DIPTHERIA--TETENUS-- 
MEASLES--PERTUSSIS-- 
TUBERCULOSIS 
CURRENT IMMUNIZATION SCHEDULE 
FOR CHILDREN 


Age Vaccine 
Birth to 6 weeks B.C.G. 
6 Weeks DPT-POLIO--I 
10 Weeks DPT--POLIO--II 
14 Weeks DPT--POLIO--III 
9 Months Measles 
16 Months to 
24 Months DPT--Polio Booster 
5 Years D.T. 
10 Years TR 
7 ae 
NT MOTHERS 


2 injections of T.T. at one month interval 


Free immunization service is available at all the 
Hospitals, Dispensaries, Family Welfare Centres 
and Health Centres of Delhi Administration, MCD, 
NDMC, CGHS, ESI and Voluntary organisations 
on every Wednesday between 9 A.M. -- 1 P.M. 


SON OR DAUGHTER 
ONE OR TWO WILL DO 
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Issued By:-- 
DIRECTORATE OF INFORMATION & 
PUBLICITY, DELH] ADMINISTRATION 
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t must have been a happy 
occasion for Sanjay Singh 
when he won the 25th 
national wrestling Bharat 
Kesari title and a purse of 

Rs. 51,000. The awards were presented 
by the UP Chief Minister, who was intro- 

duced by the master of ceremonies as an 
/“ex-wrestler who is presently wrestling 
in the political field”. 

However what went on behind the 
facade is baffling. On the very first day of 
the championship itself this reporter was 
approached by one of the organisers and 
told that it was Sanjay Singh who was 
going to win the championship. And in 
the final bout, Sanjay Singh didn’t take 
many pains to beat Satyavan. After dodg- 


ing Singh's tentative efforts at wrestling, 
Satyavan simply conceded defeat. 
Similar discrepancies were obvious in 
the semi-final bout in the 52 kg category 
also. Wrestler Akil Ahmad’s winning 
spree was cut short abruptly when the 
referee suddenly decided that he had 
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Loin cloth for loin cloth 


Recalling past days of glory—Mulayam Singh 
Yadav 


Some like to rough it out when on a 
holiday. Not for them said bus trips to 
places of interest, with a guide to explain 
the details. What such people would love 
is to fill their holidays with plentiful 
adventure—rock climbing, river-rafting, 
hang-gliding and mountaineering 
expeditions—the works. It is for these 
adventure buffs that Delhi Tourism 


awarded points to Ahmed by mistake. 

The question that arises is whether the 

championship was genuine or fixed? 

Pictures show various moment of the 
tournament. 

GAYATRIR. 

Pics : Naresh Suri 


Development Corporation organises 
precisely such packages, 

It has already organised expeditions 
to Sikkim Himalayas and Andaman 
Nicobar Islands in addition to organising 
desert safaris across the Thai and rock- 
climbing courses in the Aravalli ranges. 


L.K. BAKSHI 
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YASHPAL 
BIDS ADIEU | 


Former Test player Yashpal 
Sharma has decided to call it a 
day from first class cricket. A 
fine player’s contribution to 


the game, recalled. 

ashpal Sharma was one of those 

Y unlucky cricketers who could 

never really make it big in Test 
cricket. But his short Test career was 
eventful nevertheless, with a century 
against England in the overseas tour of 
1979. His first class record, though, is 
remarkable. He has amassed 8539 runs at 
an average of 44.47, which speaks for his 
consistency. 

He had a solid technique of defence 
and anaggressive attacking streak. Though 
he played all his strokes well, his pulls 
were his best shots. At a time when 
fielding and fitness were not recognised 
as being a matchwinning factor, Sharma 


brought a rare agility on the field. His 
motion of picking up the ball and throw- 


“eS 


ing it to the wicket- 
keeper—all in one fluid 
motion—used to bea treat 
to watch. 

Most of all, he will 
remembered for his 
knock in the Prudential 
Cup in 1984, when play- 
ing the mighty West In- 
dies; he had scored a 
scintillating 89 runs — 
which incidentally also 
is his highest in one day 
Internationals. 

He played in 42 One- 
day matches, scoring 883 
runs at anaverage of 28.48 
and represented India in 
37 Tests, scoring 1606 runs 
at an average of 33.45. 
His highest was 140 runs which he scored 
against England in Madras during the 
1981-82 series. 

His retirement, at the relative young 


age of 32 from first class cricket, will see 

the cricket watching public miss his 

swashbuckling exploits on the field. 
MANOj KUMAR 


/M | ike Tyson may not be the world 
heavyweight boxing champion 
any more, but still a heavyweight as far 
his purse is concerned. Tyson is the 
richest sportsman in the world far ahead 
of others. In the 1990 calander year the 
boxer with a killer instinct earned a total 
of Rs. 63 crores 20 lakhs. Tyson is fol- 
lowed by his conquerer James ‘Buster’ 
Douglas. Even the third place has also 
gone toa boxer—Sugar Ray Leonard. Boris 
Becker is a poor 11 in the list, Steffi Graf 
13, Lendl 17 and the one and only great 
Maradona could not clinch anything bet- 
ter than the No. 18 spot. 

This list was published by a London 
magazine which gave a cronological rat- 
ings of the first thirty richest sportsper- 
sons in the world. The list is crowded by 
basketballers, boxers and tennis stars. 
Maradona is the sole exception as a foot- 
baller. 
ricket can give you money. It 

can also help one to get a stabil- 
ity in life. And some people feel the 
biggest thing cricket has got to offer is 
glamour. 

But Brian Statham, the former great 
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England bowler, looks at the game from 
a completely different angle. He thinks 
cricket can inject a kind of extra fighting 
ability which only a cricketer can possess. 

Statham, who has got 252 Test wickets 
in his kitty other’ than 2,000 first class 
wickets is a member of the Lancashire 
cricket committee but rarely turns up at 
the ground. The sixty plus former Test 
star is terribly sick. Even he has lost his 
job because of his shattered nervous 
system. But that’s not the end of his 
misery. His wife is also bedridden. He 
does not go out for any social function 
these days and stays at home to look after 
his wife and own health. Statham has 
reportedly told his close friends “I can 
battle this fight for survival because I was 
a cricketer. The only difference is that 
was fight on the field and this is off the 
field.” 


M ie of the tennis courts in the 

USA are now fitted with a kind 
of machine which can indicate the exact 
speed of a service. According to this 
machine Isabel Demongest is the fastest 
server among the women in the tennis 
circuit. Her speed is an unbelievable 116 
k.m. per hour. There are many in the 
men’s circuit who are no match to Isabel. 
For example Andre Agassi. His service 


speed is only 55 k.m. per hour. 
ONLOOKER 


NO CHILD’S 
PLAY THIS 


I) octors from Bombay and Pune 
| successfully performed dental 
surgery on a white tiger, “Chetak”, at the 
Peshwa Park Zoo in Pune, probably one 
of the first operations of its kind in India. 

While performing the surgery of fistu- 
laous tract (infected nasal and oral cavity 
resulting in pus formation and bleeding), 
the doctors found a supernumerary tooth | 
embedded in the skull bone, which is rare 
in tigers, one incisor infected and another 
reduced in size. 

During the three-hour surgery, doc- 
tors removed the caried incisor and the 
supernumerary tooth, performed the “root 
canal treatment” (which takes four to five 
sittings in humans with anaesthesia for 
cleaning of the veins) and crown prosthe- 
sis of the upper canine, said the assistant 
garden superintendent at the zoo, Dr. 
V.S. Gore, who was part of the team 
which performed the operation. 

Dr. Gore said the surgery was a co- 
ordinated effort of human and veterinary 
surgeons from Bombay and Pune. He 
said there was no record of a similar 
surgery on tigers in India, more so on 
white tigers. 


By MANo] KUMAR 


This ageing lion of the Car- 


ibbeans has confounded scep- 


tics by returning from a back 
injury to surpass Sir Gary 
Sober’s record of the highest 
number of runs for West In- 


dies. 


ivian Richards became the 
highest run getter for the West 
m@ Indies when he hits an un- 
mbeaten 52 at Sabina Park, 
Kingston in the rain spoilt 
first Test between Australia and the West 
Indies. For Vivian Richards, it was a 
comeback of sorts as he had been saddled 
with an injury last season. 

Richards wasn’t onthe team that visited 
Pakistan recently as he was down witha 
recurring back problem. Many had begun 
ringing the end of Richard’s career and 
blamed poor eyesight for a man who 


when Iragis occupied Kuwait. 


PARADISE REG 


A bewildered Pakistani labourer watches his Kuwaiti 
master dig up stacks of currency after liberation of his coun- 
try. The fortune was stashed away and buried underground 


Srcrere 


Viv Richards : rolling in runs 


relies on quick footwork and exceptional 
talent. But Richards has made the critics 
eat their words as he batted with custom- 
ary ease on a wicket where the ball was 
flying around. 

Richards now goes ahead of Sir Gary 
Sobers as the highest West Indian run 
getter. The sights are now set on winning 
the Test series against Australia which 
will decide the unofficial world Test cham- 
pionships. 

His best year was 1976. Against Eng- 
land, that year, he played four Tests and 
scored 829 runs at an average of 118.42 
which includes three centuries. The same 
year, he also set a world record of scoring 
maximum runs in a calendar year - he 
made 1,710 run in 11 Tests. 

Till the end of the Kingston Test he 
has played 112 Tests for West Indies scored 
8053 runs at an average of 51.27 which 
includes 24 hundreds and 39 fifties. Asa 
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bowler, he also captured 32 wickets at an 


average of 58.06. His best bowling figure 
is 2 for 17. Richards is also known as one 
of the outstanding slip fielders. As a 
fielder, he has taken 112 catches. 

As a captain his record is very im- 
pressive. He has so far led the West 
Indies team in 41 Tests, won 23, lost 5 and 
remaining 13 Tests ended ina draw. As 
a captain his success percentage is 73.50. 

In instant cricket, he has played 182 
matches scored 6546 runs at an average 
of 47.45 which includes 11 hundreds and 
44 fifties. His highest score in one-day 
Internationals is 189 not out, which in- 
cludes five sixes and 21 fours. He cap- 
tained the West Indies team in 103 matches, 
won 70 lost 31 and abandoned 2. 

There is no more exciting cricketer in 
the world than Viv Richards. He has all 
the orthodox strokes—even those in de- 
fence which he prefers not to play — and 
he plays them with killing power. He 
can also improvise brilliantly. 
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Beautiful Zeba in Raj Kapoor's ‘Henna’ 


HEN Zeba Bakhtiar of Pakistan was selected for the role of “Henna’, she became 
an instant celebrity. Fornostar had generated so much speculation as Zebathanks 
to Randhir Kapoor’s worldwide marathon search for the heroine of his film. 
Excerpts from an interview with Zeba Bakhtiar : 


Can you tell ussomething about your 
background, both, personal and profes- 
sional? 

My father is a Pathan and my mother 
is British. | am the youngest child. I've 
one sister and two brothers. Our family is 
a conservative one but they are broad- 
minded. Our family home is in Quetta, 
but we are always travelling around. Be- 
cause with my brother living abroad and 
my father being a political figure in Is- 
lamabad, we are constantly moving 
around. | wasalways interested inart. So 
whatever I did, it would have been in the 
field of the Arts. So even if ] leave acting 
‘] will always be connected with artistic 


activities. Before I 
took up acting I com- 
pleted my B.A. in 
English Literature 
and Philosophy. In 
1988 I got an offer to 
playa major roleina 
TV play, so I accepted 
it. And surprisingly 
it did very well in 
Pakistan. Then I did 
a tele-serial in Eng- 
lish for I.T.V.London. 
The day | finished 
shooting Randhir 
phone me. 


A still from ‘Henna’ 
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Rishi Kapoor with Zeba 


And that’s how | am here. 

Did you have any formal training in 
acting? 

None whatsoever. We do not have 
any acting schools in Pakistan. 

How did you find working in the 
Indian film industry? 


Perhaps no star in the last decade has 
been the subjec! of so much speculation 
and curiosity as the heroine of Raj Ka- 
poor'’s ‘Henna’. Now that she has been 
found, the search has ended. The man 
behind ‘Henna’ is the chip of the old 
block, Randhir Kapoor. 

Excerpts from an Interview: 

» Did you take up direction, because 
you failed as an actor? 

No, I started my career as a director. |! 
took training in direction under Lekh 
Tandon. I worked with him for five years 
before I started my maiden film ‘Kal Aaj 
Aur Kal’. 

Your earliersuccessful directorial ven- 
tures are attributed to the guidance of 
your father. How far is this true? 

I don’t think this allegation is correct. 
Because I personally feel Raj Kapoor was 
far superior director than me. And if he 
was making my films, then they would 


have been far superior films. Although ~ 


my father acted in my films, he never 


interfered in my work. So there was no. 


question of his guiding me. 


‘Henna’ as conceived by Raj Kapoor, 


might have succeeded under his tre&t- 
mént. Do you think this subject will” 


It’s been very good. For the first time 
Iam doing a film, I’ve done television be- 
fore, so I sort of had to re-learn every- 
thing. That way everyone has been very 
helpful and very patient with me. And 
Randhir is a wonderful director to work 
with. My co-stars like Saeed Jaffrey, 


succeed today? 
Iam quite sure that ‘Henna’ will be a 


successful film. Because we are making a 


purposeful film on human relationships, 
Iam not making a political film: @f 


course the film may not be ag good as Raj_ 


Kapoor would have madé if. _ 

Is it hi-tech film or just a romantic 
theme? 

I think ‘Henna’ has a very sophisti- 


cated hi-tech handling. If you are talking | 


about photography, music and other tech- 
nical values, I think my film is far supe- 
rior to all the other trash that is around 
today. 

A lot of hoo-haa was made about the 
selection of ‘Henna’. Was it for public- 
ity mileage? 

I don’t think we are that kind of film- 
makers who would mun after publicity. 
Whatever Raj Kapoor did in his time did 
create a lot of flutter and obviously ever- 


body wanted to know who would be : 


portraying the role of ‘Heena’. 
Are you scared that ‘Henna’ might 


flop as it has already been oversold? — SE 
_ Weare definitely worried that the film for 
‘is being overpublicised. That’s why i in = 


my interviews I've said with all hismility 


your x father? 


Farida Jalal, Kiran Kumar — 
and Rishi of course — were 
extremely cooperative. 

How did the people in 
Pakistan react to your accept- 
ing the offer to do a film in 
India? 

The reaction was mainly cu- 
riosity. The people close to me 
however are very excited and 
they are very curious about 
Bombay’s show-biz. 

Do you propose to take 
acting in films as a career? 

Yes. 

Will you accept Hindi films 
if offered? 

Yes. If they are good films 
and if I like the script. 

Do you have any favourite 
Indian film-makers with 
whom you'd like to work? 

I’ve seen Indian films, but not enough 
to be able to name anyone in particular. 

What else is lined up for the future? 

At the moment I am trying to finish 
‘HENNA’ as best as I can, and then see 
what happens. I don’t plan very far 
ahead. 


I was quite confident wien took ap. 
this project. I've made mit 
otherwise the concept and t 
of the film remains the same 
Rad conceived it. Toda I 
more,, K.A. Abbas ¢! Ti 
dead. I don’t have anyone f& 
with, about my project. Sol am tryi 
give it the shape which dma bd fa- 
ther had in mind. 

Is Zeba underco mitract wi tte 

There is no contract as st ch. PRere 
an mt ne will n 
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For Yasmin, belly-dancingis more than 
a satisfying artistic pursuit, and she 
stoutly defends the dance form. 


Mention belly-dancing and visions of exotic beau- 
| # ties form the Middle East, swaying seductively to 
eee heady Arabian melodies waft before the mind’s eye. 
ce Yasmin, an accomplished belly-dancer from Egypt fits 
f the bill perfectly. She comes to India to perform, renew 
| acquaintances, and learn the nuances of Kathak. Here, 
she clears a few misconceptions about this highly 
exacting art form. 

BO, “People have wrong notions about belly-dancing. 

ee They erroneously think that it means only shaking 
fae one’s belly and bottom. Itis not like that at all. Like any 
other dance form, the whole body is involved,” she 
says. She is also chagrined that it is often equated with 
cabaret. In factshe finds it highly objectionable. “Unlike 
cabaret, belly-dancing is acceptable in Egypt and some 
Western countries as a good means of entertainment: 
When the then US Secretary of State Mr. Henry Kissin- 
ger had visited Egypt, belly-dancers had entertained 
him; it was even widely reported in the press. One 
can’t say the same for cabaret,” she contends. 

But doesn’t it involve exposing lot of flesh? “I 
wouldn’t say that it is any different from other forms 
of dances; modern dancers in fact show more flesh 
than a belly-dancer,” she argues. 

Dancing from the age of seven, Yasmin, finds it a 
most satisfying profession, both financially and artis- 
tically. Yasmin is married to an Englishman. 

She has a word of praise for the Indian audience, 
who she says are decent unlike the audience back 
home.” There they come and go, as they would, to a 
football match”, she says. 


C.P.RAJENDRAN 


Yasmin, the Egyptian beauty 


DILIP KUMAR HONOURED 


BY PRESIDENT 
F or Dilip Kumar, the thespian, laurels have fallen by the way- 
side. All of which he has assured with aristocratic elan. 

However, the conferment of the Padma Bhushan on him must 
have elated the veteran actor no end. The picture shows President 
R.Venkataraman awarding Dilip Kumar. 


EGGED ON TO SUCCESS 

For someone who weighed 42 kgs just five 
years ago, Sanjeev Singh has come a long way. 
The winner of Mr. India title this year recalls, “I 


couldn’t take the ribbing by my friends about 
my frame and so joined a body building course 
in 1986.” He has won the Mr. Delhi title con- 
secutively from 1988 to ‘91 and Mr. Himachal 
Pradesh and Mr. North India titles too. His 
next step is the Mr. Asia competition, to be held 
in Seoul later this year. 


PALLAB KR BOSE 
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rue GROOVIEST 


By HUNED CONTRACTOR 


t's no longer a case of mere 
shake rattle and roll. In the 
pell-mell scenario that exists, 
one takes a deeper dive to 
surface with some of the record breaking 
albums which rocked, jazzed and blued 
the year 1990--a hard mix of raunchy 
rockers, baby--blues and pickled pop. 
The release of the Beach Boys’ “Pet 
Sounds” was a nostalgic trip into the 
Sixties. On this re-released album was 
the recreation of the Boys’ finest mo- 
ments coupled with some previously 
unreleased backgrounds and other ver- 
sions. 

So what made Clint Black’s album 
“Killin’ time” so special? It’s just that his 
original lyrics have that straight-from- 
the-heart feel. Amply illustrated on the 
track “A better man” which finds him 
expressing his gratitude to the woman 
who walked out that door. As a debut 
album, it’s potent stuff. 

So Bob Geldof returned to his earlier 
form, eh? He did with his ‘The Vegetari- 
ans of love’ in which Bob has so success- 
fully mixed the ingredients of the cranky 
moods and wry humour. A daft rock- 
abilly ‘Love or something’ gives way to 
the enjoyable ‘Chains of pride’ not to 
mention the blatant Dylanisms of ‘A rose 
at night.’ Very, very interesting indeed! 

Even if the title of the album (Listen 
without prejudice) should get George 
Michael the award for the Worst album 
title of all time, the tracks are equivalent 
to writing a triumph story, enough of an 
excuse to nominate him for the tops. 

Without a shade of doubt, Sinead 


O’Connor was easily one of the most im- 
portant artistes of 1990. With the heart- 
breaking ballad ‘Nothing compares to 
U’ reaching a staggering figure of 6 mil- 
lion worldwide in sales, nothing further 
need be said about Sinead. She seems to 
be reaching for the sun. Suddenly the 
Pet Shop Boys got a bit serious. Jt’s not 
catering to the dance floor only as their 
new album ‘Behaviour’ hung out Neil 
Tennant’s innermost thoughts, passions 
and emotions. The album is surely a 
mark of good taste. 

With the craziness of ‘Batman’ be- 
hind him, Prince got ready to switch on 
the groove machine again as on ‘Craffiti 
Bridge.’ For those who love to freak out 
on the psychedelia dope that Prince dishes 
out; the album is a treat. 

Even if the first listening doesn’t cre- 
ate any impact, Paul Simon’s ‘Therhythm 
of the saints’ does bring out the best of all 
those delicate Simonish moods—the 
obsessive drumming on ‘The obvious 
child’ is miles apart from the muted 
Latin voices on the title track—the South 
American flavour comes on strong. Paul 
needs a patient hearing and the wait is 
certainly worth it. 

You may dismiss it off as sheer noise 
but then that’s ZZ Top’s style—like it or 
forgetit. On their album ‘Recycler’ there 
is this mind blowing combination of a 
brooding ‘2000 Bues’ with an ironic ‘Burger 
man’ even as the opening tracks com- 
prise a triple whammy. 

1990 was surely a very musically tull 
year. 
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la Arun is back with more 
folk-pop Chhappan Chhuri. 
Her latest album, with eight 
lively folk songs of Uttar Pradesi:, 
has just been released into the mas 
ket, by HMV. 

These songs with their rustic 
rhythm and melody, hold tremen- 
deus appeal for music lovers from 
all walks or life. Numbers like 
Resham ka roomal and Chhappau 
Chhuri Matwari make it difficult to 
keep one’s tvet still, Her fans are 
sure to find this album as irresist- 
ibleas her first one, Banjaran, which 
was also released by HMV. 

Singer, lyricist and composer, 
Ta Arun does not restrict herself to 
the realm of music. A woman ot 
many talents, she has made suc 
cessful forays into varied fields 
She isan accomplished actress, with 
several films, 1 V serials and piays 
to her credit. She has been the 
president of the theatre group 
SURNAI since it was ser up ia 
1982, and has written se¥eral plays 
Apart from all this, she is also 
making a name: for herself as a film 
script writer and freelance journal- 
ist. 

With the release of Chaappan 
Chhur!, there are more tolk dane- 
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dward Scissorhands, a tantas- 
tic tale shorn out of ordinary 
suburbia arfd dangerous 

creativity, is directed by Tim 
Burton, the visionary talent 
who conceived the detailed and imagi- 
native worlds of Batman, Beetlejuice and 
Pee-wee's Big Adventure. Edward 
Scissorhands stars Johnny Depp, Winona 
Ryder and Dianne Wiest. 

The story is something like this. There 

once lived a man named Edward Scis- 
_sorhands whose hands were cold, but 
whose heart was warm. You see, Ed- 
ward Scissorhands wasn’t real man—he 
was a creation. And his life forever changed 
the town where he lived. 

Edward Scissorhands was created by 
aninventor who lived in a mansion high 
above town. The inventor gave Edwarda 
heart, a brain, evena covering of skin. He 
was given everything he needed to lead 
a full life, except for one thing: the inven- 
tor’s untimely death left Edward with 
sharp shears of metal where his fingers 
should have been. 

For Edward Scissorhands, every act 
became potentially lethal. An itch be- 
came a self-inflicted gash, an enthusias- 
tic gesture became a stab and putting on 
clothes became an exercise in destruc- 
tion. 

But all was well, because Edward lived 
alone in the mansion for above the town, 
whcre he could hurt no one and one 
could hurt him. Still, as he gazed out over 
town every night from his lonely, echo- 
ing abode, he left a tug of yearning. 
Something was missing. 

Until the day the Avon Lady came 

calling. 

The most personal of Tim Burton’s 
films to date, Edward Scissorhands grew 
from the filmmaker’s childhood fascina- 
tion with fairy tales. “I was always in- 
trigued by the images and ideas of them, 
but I never related specifically to them,” 
Burton says. ‘The idea with this is to take 
the themes and the ideas of those and just 
contemporize it a bit more, and hope- 
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fully make the link between real life and 
fairy tale a bit closer.” 

JOHNNY DEPP plays the title rolein 
Edward Scissorhands, a gentle creation 
whose lethal-looking hands are at odds 
with his innocent heart. The challenge 
Depp faced was to create a character that 
was a wonderful invention come to life, 
born in a fairy-tale setting, yet able to 
successfully interact with typical subur- 
banites. He was intrigued by the possi- 
bilities of the role. 

“1 thought the script was one of the 
best things I’d ever read, so of course | 
would have jumped at the opportunity 
to play him,” says Depp. “Because Edward 
is not human, and not a robot, I didn’t 
think that he. would talk a lot. He would 
cut through everything and have the most 
honest, pure answer withall theclarityin 
the world.” Depp studied silent films by 
Charlie Chaplin to observe the expres- 
sive acting style and body movement he 
and Tim Burton envisioned for Edward. 

Depp earned the admiration of the 
cast and crew for his patient and profes- 
sional demeanor on the hot Florida set, 
which must have been taxed by his head- 
to-be leather costume, 12” long scissorhand 


entieth Century Fox has lined up two fantasies for an 
early release on Indian screens. While Home Alone is all 
about a little boy’s heroics, Edward Scissorhands features a 
man-machine who has scissors for his hands. RABINDRA 
NARAYAN tells you more about the movies. 


appendages and two-hour daily makeup 
process. Depp worked for two months 
prior to filming with mockups of the 
scissorhands so he could become adept 
at moving them. “At first it was pretty 
strange working with the hands, but] got 
to where it felt pretty natural,” he says. 
“It was important to me that! found, like 
Edward does in the movie, not only the 
dangerous aspect of the hands, but also 
the stuff hecould doon the more positive 
side, like the topiaries and haircuts, which 
are his art.” 

Depp, who was born in Owensboro, 
Kentucky, and moved to Miramar, Flor- 
ida, at the age of six, arrived in Los 
Angeles in 1983 intent on becoming a 
rock musician. His transition from rocker 
to actor came at the urging of a friend, 
who introduced Depp to his talent agent. 
Two days after his first audition, Depp 
was cast as Glen in A Nightmare on Elm 
Street. His other film credits include the 
role of Lerner in the Academy Award- 
winning Best Picture Platoon, as well as 
Slow Burn. This year, Depp starred in 
John Waters’ Cry Baby, following four 
seasons as Officer Tom Hanson in the 
Fox Television series 21 Jump Street. 


WINONA RYDER plays Kim Boggs, 
a girl who looks like the cheerleader- 
next-door but feels like an outsider, adding 
to the acclaimed young actress’s gallery 
of finely drawn characters. After an 
awkward first meeting with Edward, Kim 
gradually becomes drawn to his inno- 
cent, gentle nature. “It’s more about inner 


beauty,’’ Ryder says of Edward’s appeal | 


to her character, “She finds his purity 
and honesty attractive. She grows to have 
a connection with him, and eventually to 
love him.” 

Ryder’s role is her second collabora- 
tion with both director Tim Burton, with 
whom she made Beetlejuice, and pro- 
ducer Denise Di Novi, for whom Ryder 
starred in Heathers. As the first actor 
committed to the project, she was enticed 
by the chance to work with them again, 
and by the uniqueness of the story. “It’s 
unlike any movie that’s ever been made,” 
Ryder says. “‘It's just a completely origi- 
nal, modern-day fairy tale, and it’s sort 
of timeless in a way. 

Her previous experience with Burton 
“was the first time that a director treated 
me like a grown-up and didn't patronize 
me’’, she says. ‘‘He’s one of the most 
brilliant directors today. He wants tocol- 
laborate with the actors, to hear every- 
body’s side to everything, and that’s the 
best way to make a movie, I think.” 
Burton says of his young actress, ‘’She’s 
the best. She has something that you 
can’t even talk about. She’s a throwback 
to movie stars throughout film history. 
There’s something about her skin and 
her eyes and her ability and her gravity 
that you can’t verbalize. Magical.” 

Talent agent Deborah Lucchesi spot- 
ted Ryder at age thirteen during a per- 
formance at San Francisco’s prestigious 
American Conservatory Theater. Ryder 
was givena screen test which led toa role 
inthe Twentieth Century Fox film Lucas. 
Since that first role just six years pet 
Ryder’s growing career already includes 
nine films. 

The clear-eyed child of an unconven- 
tional upbringing, Winona Ryder was 
named for her birthplace, Winona, Min- 
nestoa. Her family moved to rural North- 
ern California shortly after her birth and 
later settled in Petaluma, north of San 
Francisco. Her father, an editor, runs 
Flashback Books, and her mother heads 
her own video production company. 

Her second film role was the lead in 
Square Dance, co-starring Jane Alexander 
and Jason Robards, for which Ryder 
received outstanding critical notice. Next 
came her role as Lydia, the teenaged link 
with the netherworld in Tim Burton’s hit 
comedy Beetlejuice. Since then, Ryder has 
starred in films 1969, Great Balls of Fire, 
Heathers, Welcome Home, Roxy Carmichael 
and the current release Mermaids, in which 
she stars with Cher and Bob Hoskins. 


hen Kevin's family rush off 
on a holiday trip to Paris 
three days before Christmas, 
they accidentally leave the 
af youngster behind to deck the 
halls all by himself—not with boughs of 
holly, but with a barrage of boobytraps 
to keep out a bumbling pair of house 
burglars, in the John Hughes Production 
Home Alone. The film stars Macaulay 
Culkin as the marooned moppet, Joe 
Pesci and Daniel Stern as the witless 
crooks, Harry and Marv, and John Heard 
and Catherine O’Hara as Kevin’s fretful 
parents, Peter and Kate McCallister. 

It is one of the best scripts I have ever 
read. It has a terrificcombination of a lot 
of things--humour, warmth and action-- 
which [ thought worked real well to- 
gether.’’ Says ten-year-old star Macaula 
Culkin, “I think the movie will be both 
scary and funny.” Once little Kevin comes 


to terms with his scary reality, that his 
family is really gone (something he wished 
for ina fit of anger the previous night), he 
must fend for himself in the everyday 
chores of housekeeping. His mother, sitting 
aboard a plane halfway over the Atlan- 
tic, is sure that the family forgot some- 
thing in their mad dash for the airport. 
When shé finally discovers that it was 
her youngest child, she frantically at- 
tempts to get back to Chicago after she 
fails to reach him by phone from Paris. 
While home alone, the precocious child 
detects a plot by two dimwitted thieves 
to steal the family valuables. With no one 
else to help, he cleverly rigs his house 
with an assortment of ambushes to foil 
their repeated attempts at deg Sate in, 
until his family returns. Pesci, 
scalp is scorched witha blow torchby the 
wily child, observes, “The slapstick 


commedy of what happens to Dan and 
me is the kind of piapstick people like to 
see, bad guys with funny things happen- 
ing to them.”” Adds co-star Stern, whose 
face is branded witi: « hot iron when he; 
walks into one of the boy's boobytraps, “I 

had the most fun doing the physical 

comedy. It’s really fun to make an audi- 

ars laugh by appearing to hurt your- 

self.’ 

Pesci, the Oscar-nominated co-star of 
Martin Scorsese’s Raging Bull, critically 
acclaimed for his performances in last 
year’s megahit Lethal Weapon 2 and 
Scorsese’s GoodFellas, goes to great lengths 
to flesh out the characters he plays, whether 
it be pugnacious Joey LaMotta, the neu- 
rotic Leo Getz or Home Alone's Harry 
Lyme. 

“How did we stumble onto Harry?” 
Pesci ponders. “I saw him with a shaved 
head from the beginning, with ba 
oversized clothes. Some things in tne 
character remind me of Jackie Gleason’s 
Ralph Kramden and the little attitudes he 
had with Art Carney on The H 
Co-star O'Hara, who played Pesci’s wife 
this past summer in Alan Alda’s Betsy's 
Wedding, describes the film’s comic ap- 
peal as being ‘’more in the vein of The 
Three Stooges. That kind of stuff between 
the boy and the burglars seemed real 
funny to me.” 

And it’s the role of the little hero, 
Kevin, that is probably the film’s choicest. 
Macaulay Culkin, the nephew of actress 
Bonnie Bedelia, is top-billed for the first 
time in his young career after almost a 
half-dozen big screen performances, most 
recently as the inquisitive nephew of John 
Candy’s Uncle Buck, another 1989 block- 
buster for Hughes. Says director Colum- 
bus : “Having worked with Macaulay, I 
can say there aren’t manychild actors I’ve 
ever seen in films that come close to him.” 

What does young Culkin have to say 
about his big screen alter-ego, little Kevin? | 
“He is kind of a rowdy, snotty kid,” 
Culkin explains. “He's a little more of a 
troublemaker than! am. Kevin is not like 
me because I don’t cause my mom or dad 
any trouble atall.’’ Culkin prefers his role 
here to that of last year’s “Uncle Buck,” 
because Home Alone he performs several 
stunts, supported by dimminutive dare- 
devil Larry Nicholas, his double in the 
film. 

Enthuses Culkin: ‘1 get to slide across 
a rope on bicycle handles to my three- 
house, slide down the staircase on my 
sled and skid across an icy pond on my 
knees,” all of which he actually executed 
in close-ups for the camera. The secret of 
avoiding injury? “The key there is knee] 

ds!” : 
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his tall, te singer is atte pane a few waves in the music 
world. Let’s get to know some really interesting and amazing 


facts about him. 


Seal is one of the six children. He has three sisters 
and two brothers. There’s Lola, then Seal (full name 
Sealhenry Samuel, born 19/2/63 “I'm an Aquarian so 
I can appear rally detached and aloof.”), followed by 
Tanya, James, Nicole and Woody. They all live in 
North London. 

Seal’s best friend is called Paul Ingh. They met four 
or five years ago and discovered that they were born at 
almost the same time in the same hospital and were in 
the same ward for the first few days of their lives! 

Seal has really weeny ears set very far back on his 
head. 

His eyes don’t work properly (i.e. he’s shortsighted) 
and so sometimes he wears very stylish black-rimmed 
specs. Normally he wears soft contact lenses which he 
cheerly refers to as “a pain the a.e.” 

Frank, Seal’s Brazilian dad, died 11 years ago when 
Seal was about 16. “People say I look like him—he was 
really tall. And they say that I’ve got the same kind of 
temperament as him. He was quite like my Nigerian 
granny—vety strict, very precise, very definite about 
what he liked and didn’t like....” 

His mum, Joyce, is a nursing sister in a hospital. 
She’s Nigerian. Seal frequently uses the word “blessed”. 
It’s a habit he’s picked up from his mum. He also says 
“previous” e.g. “Ooh matron don’t be so previous” 
rather a lot too. 

Seal’s never been to visit his Brazilian granny, but 
he’s planning to go soon. He’s been to visit his Nige- 
rian granny about four or five times. 

His earliest memory is being taken to see the ic- 
eskating extravaganza Holiday On Ice by his dad. Seal 

was reportedly “impressed”. 
Seal has three GCE’s 
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- English, Human Biology and History. 

On his spook scars. “It’s just so boring. There’s 
nothing more to tell. That’s it. I don’t know how they 
came there. They were beamed down from another 
planet about two years ago and just woke up and 
‘bepp!’—they were there.” 

Before he was a pop person, Seal made leather 
clothes for a designer on London's “trendy” King’s 
Road. The shop was called PW Forty. 

He also went travelling across Asia, Europe, Japan 
and the Far East. It was when he was travelling across 
Asia that he acquired all his funny little silver hair or- 
naments. “Native people just came up to me and put 
bits in my hair.” 

He had his nose pierced when he was in Rajasthan, 
yes in India, two years ago. And he saw a guy levitate 
15 inches off the ground here! 

He wears snooty designer Armany pyjamas for 
those informal hours around the house. “Some are 
silk, but I’ve also got some cottonwear as well, some 
matching T-shirts and shorts.” 

Being a bit of a perv, Seal professes to want to pose 
nude forunsavoury magazines. “How much money 
would I ask for? I do it for nothing, I want to do it! 

The most terrible haircut he ever had was when he 
had all his hair plaited back in stripes against his skull 
and tied in a ponytail at the back. 

He can’t pronounce the letter “s” very well 
- it comes out long and hissssy. Seal 
once spent $ 10,000 on a motor- 
bike. Itwasthemostamount 
of money he’s ever 
spent in 


one day! 

Joni Mitchell, Jimi Hendrix, Sly Stone 
and Gazza are all Seal’s heroes. “I don’t 
support Spurs, just Gazza, I think he is a 
remarkable human being. Someone with 
absolutely zero talent for anything other 
than kicking a football can end up witha 
number two in the charts. That deserves 
a lot of admiration I think.” 

Seal says his good bits are that he’s 
“talented and understanding” But he’s 
“a bit too arrogant.” 

He reckons his first impressions of 
people are usually right. “If someone’s 
got a bad vibe or something dodgy about 
them then I'll pick up on that really 
quickly.” 

The worst job he ever did wasa paper- 
round when he was younger. He hated 
having to get up early. “These days I 
wake up about noon, then it takes about 
another hour before I can even think 
about getting out of bed...”. 

Salmon Tiriaki (it’s Japanese) is Seal’s 
most favourite food. 

He was born a star. “Yeah, stardom 
has gone to my head a little bit I think... 
I’ve always been a star, it’s not as though 
I’ve become a star. Either you are or you 
aren’t. 

However, on a scale of one to ten, 
Seal rates his talent as a pop person as a 
mere three. “I’m never satisfied, Iam my 
own biggest critic. I mean, when J reach 
Madonna status I'll give me a five.” 

When he laughs his enormous boom- 
ing “ha ha ha”, Seal’s eyes disappear 
into creases and he opens his huge mouth 
very wide so you can see his nice gappy 
teeth. 

Seal has speakers to his music system 
positioned “strategically” (for a perv) 
underneath his bed. 

He never knows what to do with 
“over affectionate” fans. “Like the other 
night, this girl kept saying she thought I 
was really brilliant. So I said ‘thank you’ 
and, um, it..er, it wasn’t until I got to my 
hotel room that I realised that this person 
was still there! So I had to say ‘thank you 
very much, good night, see ya later!” 

Once, when Seal was on tour with 
Adamski, he was walking through the 
crowd afterwards when he overheard 
someone say that he thought that Adamski 
was really good. His pal replied, “Yeah, 
and his keyboard player’s not bad ei- 
ther!” 

Seal’s ideal woman is “wholly beau- 
tiful, inside and outside”, but also some- 
one that will “rub my head when I fall 
over, when I go too fast.” 

The five women that Seal fancies most 


are: 

Minnie Mouse 

Jessice Rabbit (she’s a horny old so- 
and-so”) 

Seany Young 

Darryl Hannah 

The wife in Fatal Attraction, Anne 
Archer (“she’s a bit of alright. Sexy but 
maternal.”) 

He’s got a plasma ball - one of those 
see through globes with the little laser 
‘ibres that bunch up round your hand 
when you put it on the ball’s surface. 

Seal has never been in love because 
“being in love is very shallow. It’s open 
to being hurt and it’s always conditional, 
y’ know, ‘I’m in love with you on the 
condition that you love me back and as 
long as you don’t go off with anyone else. 
That’s bull.” 

Seal’s bedroom walls have clouds 
painted on them. 

Seal once fell off his motorbike in 
Asia and made a hole in his knee. But 
he’s alright now. 

The driving gloves which our motor- 
biker sports in these pictures are much 
too small for him. 

Watch our ditherers, because Seal will 
shout at you. “I don’t have much time 
any more and sol don’t appreciate people 
wasting my time. I hate it when people 
have a slapdash attitude towards things 
concerning me. I get snappy then.” 

Seal hates spiders- “the one’s like a 
daddy-long-legs with boots on that crawl 
really quickly across’ the 
carpet....horrible.” 

He’s a bit of a lolly 
head: “Money is for 
spending. 
The 
more 


spend. Money isn’t the key to my happi- 
ness, it’s seconday to life. I could be just 
as happy without any money.” 

He has “lots” of money in the bank. 
“Definitely in the thousand, yeah, May- 
be in the hundreds of thousands”, and 
he has two credit cards, a Visa card and 
a Switch card. 

He hates taxi drivers. “I’m allergic to 
them. Taxi driver who give you the run 
around and don’t know where they’re 
going.” 

Seal’s concentration span lasts about 
two seconds except when he gets fired 
up about something, e.g. taxis etc. when 
he rumbles on and on for hours! 

He hasa Handycammini videocamera 
and he makes “scratch videos” in his 
Spare time. 

Seal never watches himself on telly 
because he get all embarrassed. 

Seal’s record company won't let him 
ride his motorbike just in case he does 
himself a mischief. 

Seal’s five favourite records are Hiss- 
ing Of Summer Lawns (by Joni Mitchell), 
Thankful And Thoughtful (Sly Stone), Are 
You Experienced? Jimi Hendnx, A Strange 
Boy (Joni Mitchell again) and Killer 
(Adamski). 

He has a recurring dream about walk- 
ing round a castle. “It’s a bit spooky,” he 
says. 
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FROM owt 
APACHE JEANS 


SUN CONTEST NO. 36 


ina pair of Apache jeans. All you have to do ts solve the 
following crossword. Send your entries to SUN APACHE JEANS 
COMPETITION, The Weekly SUN, Post Box No. 7164. New 
Delhi-110002. 


In case of more than one correct entry, the winners will be 
declared by a draw of lots. Our Editor's decision will be final and 
no correspondence will be entertained. 


5 Lettere 
DONDI 
GORDO 
HAGAR 
HAZEL 
HENRY 
KELLY 

8 Lettera 
ANDY CAPP 
BOBBY SOX 
FLAPPERS 
KRAZY KAT 
LI'L ABNER 
MANDRAKE 
RED RYDER 
SMALL FRY 
SUPERMAN 


10 Letters 
BOOB MCNUTT 
BROOM HILDA 
BUCK ROGERS 
DONALD DUCK 
DOONESBURY 
FATTY FELIX 
FRED BASSET 
HAROLD TEEN 
JOE PALOOKA 
BT TLE LULU 
SWEETIE PIE 
WIZARD OF ID 


NAME MR/MRS/MISS __ 


BLOCK LETTERS 


ADDRESS —— ee See ee 
AGE ae ERIC ATION 

SSC/GRADUATE/ABOVE GRADUATE (TICK ONLY ONE) 
OCCUPATION FAMILY INCOMES Rs. 3000/7- 


{ips______\\aist Length 


= Last date of entry is 4th May 1991 


cms [| asove [__] serow 


MELMOWARE 


Pandey, Rajasthan 
QUIZ NO. 29 Answers: 
Winner : Mr Sudhir 1) Anita Raj, 2) Penta. 


UN COMPETITION @ SUN COMPETITION, SUN COMPETITION # SUN COMPETITION 


WIN *PRIZES 


QUIZ NO. 36 


Does tnis race |ook familiar Look again, 

iS NOt ONe Dut two familiar faces that have 

been mixed up by one artist The faces belong to film. 
politics or Sports world Now. take a second look and 
see if you can spot who they are. 

This competition comes to you from Melmoware 
products. The contest will-have a different prize each 
week 

Send your entries marked SUN MIX AND 
MATCH CONTEST to The Weekly SUN, Post 
Box No 7164, New Deilhi-110 002. 

In case of more than one correct entry. the 
winners will be declared by a draw of lots. 
Editor's decision will be final and no 
correspondence wil! be entertained 


Last date of entry 
is 4th May 1991 


NAME MR/MRS/MISS — 
BLOCK LETTERS 


“ * AGE ____SSsC«;EDUCATION 
BE §~SSC/GRADUATE/ABOVE GRADUATE 
(TICK ONLY ONE) 


B OCCUPATION 
: FAMILY INCOMES Rs 3000/- 


[]ssove [7] eevow 


COMPETITION NO. 10 


A simple competition for all 
our readers. We have hidden 
the face of the sportsman in his 
picture. If you can answer cor- 
rectly you win handsome first 
prize of 5 Briefs, 2nd prize of 3 
Briefs and 3rd prize of one Brief. 


The Winners will be de- 
cided by draw of lots from cor- 
rect entries. The Editors dec- 
sion is final. 


Send your entires marked to 
SUN DORA. The Weekly SUN, 
Post Box No. 7164, New Delhi- 
110 002. 


“Measurements Tick Your Size Answer 


Brief : 70,75,80,85,90,95,100 cms. 


A CLASS APART 


Last date of entry is 
4th May 1991 


hen I lived in Los Angeles 
during the dark ages, my pal 
Mattand would make weekly 
runs to the Pikfair Theater, 
which screened mainly In- 
dian movies. We never actually sat through 
a film. Instead, we'd order take-out curry 
next door, drop 10 or 20 dollars on 2-buck 
cassettes of Indian film music, and on the 
way home jack them into the car stereo 
for a few minutes each—just long enough 
to laugh ourselves silly over the weird 
juxtapositions of stiff Eurodisco thuds 
and cheap electronics with quasiclassical 
sitars, tablas, and chirpy voices. Speed- 
consuming filmi, as the style is known, 
was our idea of a big night out. 

Filmi was addictive, but we didn’t care. 
After all, we figured, could 900 million 
Indians be wrong? The Bombay film 
industry releases nearly a thousand movies 
a year, each of which contains half a 
dazen musical numbers. These produc- 
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By RicHaRD GEAR 


tion numbers—often resembling slapdash 
Busby Berkeley extravaganzas, or roman- 
tic duets flaunting the laws or time and 
space—are nearly always recorded by 
“playback singers,” studio musicians 
whose sound is rendered on-screen by 
lip-synching actors. (As Chairman Ma- 
donna put it: “Let’s do something really 
nasty. Let's lipsynch!”) Hindus are hep 
to the illusory nature of existence any- 
way, and are drawn to the cinema pri- 
marily because of the musical directors 
and voices behind the screen—an elite 
clique cranking out pop music at 
McDonald's velocity. Lata Mangeshkar, 
in fact, pops up in Guinness Book of World 
Records as the planet’s most-recorded 
singer. 

For years, Lata monopolized the fe- 
male playback scene along with Asha 
Bhosle, Lata’s sister and India’s “queen 
of bebop.” Like their Hollywood counter- 
parts, South Asian film producers tend to 
play it safe, which in this case means 
using the most popular singers and 
composers over and over. It’s a gruelling, 
labour-intensive industry, but each song 


niesdaeale of India Lata = ptona pe 


usually contains at last the glimmer of an 
interesting idea, or at least a novel kink on 
an old standby. Considering the speed at 
which they're composed and recorded, 
their diversity is startling. You can hear 
the breadth of classical Indian film music, 
from sacred to sappy, on Golden Voices 
From the Silver Screen, a three-volume CD 
series released recently on GlobeStyle. 

Golden Voices shows how filmi tran- 
scended the conventions, if not the re- 
pressive morals, of Indian classical mu- 
sic. Tablas and sitars were first perverted 
to the pop cause during the pre-Straw- 
berry Alarm, Clock ‘50s. (Tablas bubble 
and gurgle giddily underneath otherwise 
stiff and innocuous tunes, lending flexi- 
bility and polyrhythmic inventiveness of 
what would otherwise bore listeners to 
tears—something Western pop could take 
a lesson from). During the ‘60s, filmi 
composers copped scads to ersatz rock 
riffs and arrangements from Hollywood 
composers such as John Barry and Henry 
Mancini, and eccentric spaghetti-western 
genius Ennio Mirricone. 

A female filmi vocalist, like a Hindu 
goddess, must contain multitudes. Alter- 
nately teasing, seductive, and morally 
admonishing, Asha, Lata, Geeta Dutt, and 


others supply vocal 
moods to match any 
unlikely mixture of 
styles. In “Aaj Ke Raat” 
(“Tonight is the 
Night”), as actress's or- 
gasmic moans set the 
stage for an echoey 
Bhosle masterpiece or- 
chestrated with shim- 
mering guitars and 
cheesy organ riffs. And 
not just the women. 
In’O Megha Re Bhole” 
(“Tell Us Dear Wave”), 
manly Mohammed 
Rafi navigates a frag- 
mented arrangement 
that skids back and 
forth between polka 
accordions, Dixieland 
jazz, and giddy cartoon 
music. 

Disco busted big 
booty in India during 
the ’70s and never left. 
Electronic drums re- 
placed gurgling tablas, 
while a vast array of 
ridiculous video-game 
sound effects disguise 
the beat’s “Stayin 
Alive’ monotony. As tough 
studs increasingly populate 
Indian cinema, mutant Indian 
disco has transformed vocal- 
ists into acid-head John Tra- 
voltas. Kishore Kumar chal- 
lenges Michael Jackson to a 
moon-walk contest on the 
memorable ”] Am John D’Mellow,” from 
the fine Disco ‘89 compilation (Venus im- 
port), while Bappi Lahiri proclaims him- 
self “Super Dancer” on Super Disco Hits, 
Vol.2 (Super Cassettes Industries import). 
Kumar responds modestly with “I Am 
the Best,” and the (super) beat goes on. 

BESIDES FILM MUSIC, light-classical 
ghazals appeal most to Indian's pop audi- 
ence. In London, the fetching Najma has 
fused these improvised poetic couplets 
(sung in Urdu) with slinky funk-jazz lines. 
The result—on her second disc. Atish 
(Shanachie)—is pretty terrific, if slightly 
crystal damaged. Fretless bass, guitars, 
and saxophone lend sinuous and hyp- 
notically modern oomph to this centu- 
ries-old form organized around a harmo- 
nium and tabla. It’s much livelier than 
the stiff and strange orchestral collabora- 
tion between Ravi Shankar and Philip 
Glass on Passages (Private Music). Some 
glorious mystical shit ought to have sprung 
from this meeting of East and West. 
Unfortunately, West beat East, and I’m 
not holding my breath for the secret jam- 
session outtakes 


Pix Naresh Suri 
Courtesy SPIN 
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Australiahave managed aclean 
weep of 4-1 m the one-dayers. 


Can they dott in the Tests too? 


o King Richards and his men 
were beaten fair and square—a 
4-1 thrash at the hands of the 
Aussies. And the only encounter that the 
West Indians managed to win was on a 
better run rate. 

When the Australians took off for the 
Caribbeans there were hopes that they 
would give the West Indies a run for their 
money. But no one could have thought 
even in the wildest dreams that the West 
Indies would be routed. Yet that is ex- 
actly what happened. Take these bald 
facts: 

First Match: Australia won by 35 runs; 

Second Match: Australia won by 45 
runs 

Third Match: West Indies won on a 
faster scoring rate. 

Fourth Match: Australia won by 37 
runs. 

Fifth Match: Australia won by six 
wickets. 

All Australian victories by convinc- 
ing margins. In both the fourth and fifth 
one-dayers Border played supporting but 
very vital knocks. In each instance he 


MY CHILD SAID 


“Rani, what de you tike che most?” J 3 
once asked my nine-vear-old nephew) | 
‘Thc youngster thought for a moment | 
and opened out: “I'd like te play in saady | 
time an? study during play time.” “Eoek, | 
Uncle “he elaborated. “Pa and Ma have | 
fixed thres hours for siudiesand an hourfor | 
piay J he logic of the little one left me 
» Speechiess, 


---Mukul Kumar, Hotel Raimandir, 
Ghore Nakkai: Chowk, Bhopal 


After appearing for an admission test 
for a public school and having failed to 
make the grade, my brother decided to 
break the sad new’s to my niece a bit diplo- — 
matically. “Ruby,” he told the six-vear-oid 
kid,” Look here Sweety-pie, you can't go to 
that school. They have no seat for you.” 
“But why can’t I? she countered sweetly.” 1 
van carry my desk to the school,” ifthey are 
short of school furniture,” she added 
brightly. 


~~Chetan A. Bhagat, Chitnis Goth, 
Lashkar-474001. 
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Allan Border: squering old debts 


figured with March in match-winning 
partnerships. All members of the Aus- 
tralian sided pitched in to make it a his- 
toric affair. The first ever defeat for the 
West Indies in a one-day rubber in the 
West Indies. Their record and reputation 
were smashed. 

Much of the credit must go to Border. 
He is the man who has guided and 
moulded this team, into what it is today. 
When Border took over from his prede- 
cessor Kim Hughes, the Australians were 
a struggling lot. 

There wasa time when Border wanted 
to quit. He was prevailed upon to stay 
on. The selectors kept their faith in their 
players. Youngsters were encouraged. 
The fruit has been garnered now. 

The turning point for Australia must 


SWAP SHOP 


Pais! Here are a few items for exchange. If 
you are interested, get in touch directly with 
the following: 

@ Offer the novel ‘Outbreak’ by Robin 
Cook. For any novel by Sydney Sheldon.— 
Mukesh Kumar Singh, RK-1-43, Rohra banah, 
PO Sindri. Dhanbad-828122. 

@ Offer Lata Mangeshkar audio cassettes 
for Mukeshor Kishore cassettes—Atul Tankha, 
20/100, Vishal Kirana Store, Indranagar, 


PEN PALS 


Hello Pals; Care to make pen-friends. My 
hobbies are: 

@ Computers, Electronics, Music, 
Driving—Natin Batra (17), 18/10 West Patel 


| Nagar, N. Delhi-110008. 


@ Palmistry, Photography, Travelling, 
Mountaineering—Capt H. Thakur, (25), 20Sikh 
, 96 APO. 

@ Chess, Carrom, TI—JagatbirSingh, 39 /4 
Tagore Colony, Dehradun. 

@ Photography, Writing—Sanjay Sh-arma 
Raj (22), B-6 Jain Estate,. Jekena Road, Malad 
W. Bombay-400064. 

@hotography--S. Rajasekhran (28), Radha 
Bhavan, Melila-20-691508, Kollam, Kerala. 


have been at Calcutta. More precisely at 
the vast Eden Gardens when they won 
the Reliance World Cup. The favoured 
ones for the Cup had been Pakistan, 
India, the West Indies and England. Indeed 
some even rated New Zealand above 
Australia. 

Even after reaching the finals, doubt- 
ing Thomases didn’t give them much 
chance. Many felt that England would 
take the Cup. But once again Australia 
triumphed. Australian cricket had turned 
the corner. 

Australia now look forward to the 
Test rubber. Can Australia dislodye the 
West Indians from the pinnacle? Let us 
wait and see. 

SPECTATOR 
Pic: Naresh Suri 


Ratlam—457001. 

@ Offer new Jenns suit, size 40, for some 
interesting novels—Kankan Boara, M.S. 
Hostel, PO Digboi-286171. 

@ Offer Audio Cassette Teststronic Pump 
of the Jam Supersound for any PetShopalbum 
or Bad Boy Blue, Love Is No Crime—Anuj 
Pratap Singh, 100CP Colony, Morar, Gwalior- 
474006. 

@ Offer Non-Stop Oldies-48 for any 
interesting English cassette.—Rajesh Shinani, 
325 Upplam Street Guru Bazar, Amritsar. 


@ Travelling, Reading, Sport, Fun 
Loving—Ashraf (17), New Nasim Opticals, 
Adalat Gate, Patna-4. 

@ Motor Racing, Reading--Sanjeev Jain, 
(18) Calcutta House, Jaksar Rd, Firozabad- 
28322003. 

@ Reading, Movies—Amit Koul (16), P.No 
220, Shopping Centre, Rehari Colony, Jammu 
Tawi-180005. 

@BMS, Pen Pals, Pop Songs—Bijay K. 
Sharma (25), POB 225, Jamshedpur-831006. 

@ Photography, Music Travel--Naveen 
Uppal 11749/B-1 Vasant Kunj, N. Delhi 

Sketching, Western Music,—Rupam Bhat- 
tacharya, (18), A-14/85 B DDA Fiats, Kalkaji 


Ext. N. Delhi-110019. 
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At the time of going to the 
press, the Oscar awards have 
still not been announced. But 
one can very well imagine 
who the stars at the Oscar 
Night are going to be. This 
year we have got a tremen- 
dous competition in each cate- 
gory. There are no sure shot 
favourites. When directors 
like Martin Scorsese, Francis 
Ford Coppola and Stephen 
Frears clash, nobody can pick 
the winner until the envelope 
is opened. Same is true for 
the acting and best film cate- 
gories. But one thing is sure. 
We can tell you that Julia 
Roberts, Meryl Streep, Robert 
De Niro, Kevin Costner and 
Warren Beatty are going to be 
in the limelight, whether or 
not they win. 


Kevin Costner 


POSTER SUPPLEMENT 


ulia Roberts is the pretty 
woman who has emerged as 
§ the most popular and sought 
‘wits = after female in Hollywood. She 
started out sedately with Mystic Pizza but 
gained momentum with her portrayal of 
a terminally-ill but cheerful girl in Steel 
Magnolias. Roberts scored over such greats 
like Sally Filed, Shirlie MacLaine, Daryl 
Hannah and Dolly Farton in the movie. 
But it was in Pretty Woman that Julia 
blossomed into the heart-throb of mil- 
lions. She is right now the highest paid 
actress around, thanks to her brilliant and 
carefree portrayal of anambitious, street- 
wise prostitute who meets up with cor- 


. porate-raider Richard Gere. Gere wants 


to decorate her with good manners and 
clothes to add to his collection of material 
things but slowly falls in love wih his 
Cinderella. Indeed, the Cinderella-meets- 
Pygmalion formula has worked wonders 
at the box office. Pretty Woman has beena 
huge draw wherever it was released. In 
fact, it has grossed more money than any 
movie released in 1990. The movie finds 
its name in Oscars because of its leading 
lady, Julia Roberts, whois nominated for 
Best Actress Oscar. 

Julia Roberts will, however, face stiff 
competition from veterans. 
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Meryl Streep 


Al Pacino in Godfather III 
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Meryl Streep, Anjelica Huston and 
Joanne Woodwards. Streep is not new to 
the Oscars. She also has many high powered 
performances behind her. Out Of Africa, 
Silk Wood, Kramer Vs Kramer are living 
testimonials of her talent. Her brilliant 
portrayal of a star-struck daughter in Carrie 
Fisher’s semi-autobiographical movie, 
Postcards From The Edge has got hera well- 
deserved nomination in Oscars. 

Kevin Costner has emerged as one of 
the finest talents in Hollywood. After his 
success with Field Of Drama, Bull Durham 
and others, he took the seat of the director 
this time. Costner also acts in the movie 
Dances With The Wolves which depicts 
him as a Union soldier who gives up his 
Tennessee fort position to havea rendez- 
vous with the mysterious Red Indian tribes- 
men. Costner got real Red Indians to play 
their roles in his extensive epic. Costner is 
surely not going to go back empty-handed 
after getting his movie nominated in twelve 
categories. 

As far as direction is concerned, Cost- 
ner is going to havea tough time. He faces 
such veterans like Frances Ford Coppola 
and Martin Scorsese. Coppolla’s much- 
hyped sequel Godfather Ill may not have 


Warren Beatty in Dick Tracy 


Julia Roberts 


Nan 


Robert Deniro & Robin Williams in Awakenings 


appealed to masses but it surelv has been 
liked by the Oscar chaps. The movie has 
collected seven nominations. But so has 
Dick Tracy. Both movies depict gang vio- 
lence but Godfather is the slow moving 
yarn of the struggle of a mafia family 
while Dick Tracy is bullet paced actioner 
about a detective in turbulent Twenties. 
Martin Scorsese completed the domina- 


tion of mafia pictures with his Good Fellas. 
The movie has Ray Liotta playing a young- 
ster who learns the tricks of the trade 
from veteran De Niro but ultimately ends 
up a prey to the system. Scorsese still 
loves to shock people and here too he 
depicts the ultimate betrayal by those 
whom the protagonist trusted. 

Robert De Niro excels in both Good 
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nated for 
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cause of his histrionic 


Fellas he is an eccentric 
trays a sensitive man who v 


20) 


) years of sleep to find the world 


and hostile. Robert De Ni or 

personified. Each one of h 

different from the other thz 

inable for anyone clse to be ¢ ying 

those rc While you love to hate and 
4 ra , eae) | 


mobster of Good Fellas, you can 
sympat hisi ng with the sad and sensiti 


guy of Awakenings. 
Gerard Depardieu, a Fre 
g his debut at Oscars 


rather complex. His skills with sworc 
and words grow on the viewers slov 
ind witty comedy and dazzlin 
Cyrano lics the mo 
found tale of a man who can wear h 
ugliness as a wound and loathes hims« 
That theme has got Gerard*nominated for 
Best Actor and the movie for Best Foreign 
Film and Art Direction. The year’s sur- 
prise hit, Flome Alone, could muster onli 
two nominations while director Penny 
Marshall (Awakenings) failed to becom 
the first woman director to get an Oscar 
when her name did not appear in the 
nomineeslist. Lets wait and see which 
one of these stars finally gets the Oscar. 


By RaBINDRA NARAYAN 


Home Alone Martin Scorsese 


Cyrano: Geraiu Depardicu 
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HIGH PERFORMANCE 
TWO-STROKE ENGINE Ol 


“dvertising: aor APY INIA, : 
long way with Revapanes Magazines, 
Radio, Television of the conventional .~ Say 
Billboards being the media of publicity: But all 
“these media have one major problem=the | 
problem of language. “Also, ie. visual effect” 
product. To revolutionise eeeraing In India, 
- BANDHU AEROSPACE has successfully an, 
introduced PRODUCT SHAPED’ Rts | 
static air balloons.in the Shc Ape OF desifed — 3 
product. Made of tfeated. a brie. wi 
LDPE lamination, these long lasting ‘ir 
can be hoisted almost any IE 
exhibition grounds, publ 
- tops or even. intercity: Bus: Stat 
put up: when it Is. raining: 


And what's more—they are Cheaper and more effecttve than any other publicity media 


ALL YOU HAVE TO DO IS TO 


PRESS IT ON! 
a i All inflatables can be hoisted by using a simple inflator fan provided with the 
package. Within minutes of inflation the inflatable is upright. Total time required .to 
hoist inflatable 1s about twenty five minutes and only two semiskilled workers. On deflation, 
the inflatable assumes the _ dimensions of a luggage bag Very easy to handle and easy to transport 


WHAT COULD BE MORE CONVENIENT! 


SANDAY AEROSPACE 


CROSSING FHE BARRIERS OF SPACE AND TIME 
8-B, Bahadurshah Zafar Marg, New Delhi 110 002. = 3317977, 3316722 
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